Syllabus for EDEN 202-1 Second Language Learning
Yeditepe University

Fall 2011

	Instructor: 


	Dr. Erkan Karabacak

	Office Hours: 


	Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday before noon or by appointment, in 405 at "Güzel Sanatlar" building.

	Class days and times: 


	Thursday 18:00-21:00

	Classroom: 

	106, "Güzel Sanatlar" Building

	Class Website: 


	erkankarabacak.weebly.com

	To Contact Instructor: 


	erkankarabacak@gmail.com, 
Extension: 1894


Course Description

This course provides an overview of theories of second language acquisition and some of the issues central to the second/foreign language acquisition process.  Topics to be covered include descriptions of interlanguage development and factors affecting second language learning (e.g., biological, cognitive and social) and strategies involved in language learning while comparing and contrasting first (L1) and second language (L2) acquisition.

Required Materials

• Lightbown, P. M.  & Spada, N. (2006). How languages are learned.  Revised edition (1999).  Oxford: Oxford University Press. (get the course pack from the copy center) 

Other Readings: will include chapters from the following books:

Ellis, R. (1985). Understanding second language acquisition. (9th edition). Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
Cook, V. (2008). Second Language Learning and Language Teaching. (4th Edition). London: Hodder Education.
Mitchell, R. and Myles, F. (2004). Second language learning theories, London, UK: New York, USA, Arnold Publishers: Oxford University Press, 313pp.

• Additional supplementary readings may be distributed throughout the semester.

Evaluation
There will be a mid-term in this course. Each participant will make a class-presentation on the course topics stated below in the schedule. In addition, there will be written assignments in which course participants will write a reaction paper on each week’s topic, analyzing the content of the readings.  At the end of the semester there will be a final exam based on questions that require short answers and an essay about the important concepts we will be covering during the semester.  In addition, students will receive an overall participation grade depending on how active they were during the semester.

a. Mid-Term Exam (20%): Questions that require short answers and an essay about the important concepts we have covered by then.

b. Class-Presentation (10%): The purpose of presentations is for students to interact with the readings that they have been assigned.  Students might include in their presentations any of the following:

1. a brief summary of the reading material
2. the most interesting aspects of the topics discussed

3. questions that the student may have about the readings

4. related topics that the author left unaddressed

5. potential impact of material read on student’s teaching

6. the student’s overall assessment of the material read

Students should plan to spend 30 minutes giving a presentation (the summary of the readings) and leading the interaction with their peers for the rest of the class.  An interactive activity of some type that applies the knowledge gained from the reading is recommended to keep the discussion lively and productive.
c. Written Assignments (20%):  Each of these assignments (10 of them) ask that you read a full length SLA article or book chapter listed on the course syllabus and then comment on it according to the questions below. The assignments should be 1 to 2 pages in length (300-600 words), and must be typed, double spaced. You must use fonts that are Times New Roman and 12 points. Assignments must be emailed to the instructor.  Assignments will be collected at the end of the class meeting on the day they are due.  
Questions that guide you while writing your reaction papers:

1. Summarize this article or book chapter 

2. What are the conclusions of the author? What does the author want you to believe?

3. If applicable, what evidence does the author give for his or her conclusions?

4. Do you agree with the author's conclusions? Why or why not?

5. What relevance does this article or book chapter have to you? 

6. Would you recommend other student teachers to read this article? Why or why not?

7. Did you find this article or book chapter easy or difficult to read? Why? Be precise.

8. What did you learn from this article or book chapter that you did not already know? Why is this important? 

9. Critique this article or book chapter

Grading criteria for the written assingments:

1. How clear and logical is the student’s main argument or point?

2. To what extent does the student understand key concepts, ideas, terms, and theories?

3. To what extent does the student comprehensively discuss relevant scholarly literature to support this argument or point?

4. How effectively does the student synthesize information not merely by citing facts, quoting, and paraphrasing but ALSO by offering new insight or interpretation of information?

d. Final exam  (40%): Questions that require short answers and an essay about the important concepts that we have covered at the end of the semester.

e. Participation (10%): Excellent student participation involves the following: student asking instructor questions, student answering instructor's questions, student responding other students’ questions, student initiating discussion, participation during others’ presentations, participation in class discussion, regular attendance, and so on.
Course Policies
· Attendance:  Due to the nature of this class, class attendance is extremely important and active participation in discussions is essential.  In order for an oral communication class to be effective, there must be a speaker (or group of speakers) and an audience.  Keep in mind that your fellow classmates rely on you for support and feedback.  Thus, regular attendance in this class is MANDATORY.  Students who have valid reasons for absences may submit make-up work if they meet with the instructor within one week of their return to class with some sort of official documentation like doctors  note, obituary.  Your excusable emergency will be at the discretion of the instructor.  Please try to come to class on time.
 

· Plagiarism: Students who take this class are urged to avoid plagiarism that is intentionally presenting words, ideas or work of others as your own work.  Plagiarism includes copying homework, using a work or portion of a work written or created by another without crediting the source, using your own work completed in a previous class for credit in another class without permission, paraphrasing another's work without giving credit, and borrowing or using ideas without giving credit. The students who show academic dishonesty will fail the class without exception.  

Grading Scale

	Letter Grade
	Percentage

	AA
	90-100

	BA
	85-89

	BB
	80-84

	CB
	75-79

	CC
	70-74

	DC
	60-69

	DD
	50-59

	F
	49 and below


Overview Calendar

	WEEK
	DATE
	Topics and Activities
	READINGS, ASSIGNMENTS & DUE DATES,
EXAMS

	1
	September 22, 2011

Thursday
	Course overview and introduction
	

	2
	September 29, 2011

Thursday
	Language learning in early childhood

	Read:
• Lightbown & Spada (2006) Ch:1 Language Learning in early childhood, 1-27.
( Cook (2008), Ch: 1 Background to second language acquisition research and language teaching, 1-17.

	3
	October 6, 2011

Thursday
	Key issues in second language acquisition 
•Sign up for your presentations 

	• Due: WA #1
•Mitchell and Myles (2004). Second language learning:

key concepts and issues. 5-28.

	4
	October 13, 2011

Thursday
	Explaining second language learning
	• Due: WA #2
• Lightbown & Spada (2006) Ch:2 Explaining Second Language Learning, 29-49.
•(optional) Chen, C. and Truscott, J. (2010). The Effects of Repetition and L1 Lexicalization on Incidental Vocabulary Acquisition. Applied Linguistics, 31(5), 693–713.
•Group Presentation 1

	5
	October 20, 2011

Thursday
	Theories of SLA

	• Due: WA #3

• Cook (2008), Ch: 12
General models of L2 Learning, 214-234.
•(optional)Ellis (1985), Ch. 10, Theories of second language acquisition, 248-291.

•Group Presentation 2

	6
	October 27, 2011

Thursday
	Individual differences in second language learning
•List of topics that are important in the mid-term.
	• Due: WA #4

• Lightbown & Spada (2006) Ch:3 Individual differences in second language learning, 53-74.
•(optional) Jian, H. L., Sandnes, F. E., Law, K. M. Y., Huang, Y. P., and Huang, Y. M. (2009). The role of electronic pocket dictionaries as an English learning tool among Chinese students. Journal of Computer Assisted Learning, 25, 503–514.
•Group Presentation 3

	7
	November 3, 2011

Thursday
	Mid-term Exam
	Mid-term Exam 30 pts.

	8
	November 10, 2011

Thursday
	HOLIDAY, (KURBAN BAYRAMI)
	

	9
	November 17, 2011

Thursday
	HOLIDAY, (TÜRKIYE GENELINDE TANITIM GEZILERI)
	

	10
	November 24, 2011

Thursday
	Learner language
	• Due: WA #5

• Lightbown & Spada (2006) Ch:4 Learner Language, 77-104.
•(optional) Millar, N. (2011). The Processing of alformed

Formulaic Language. Applied Linguistics, 32, (2), 129–148.

•Group Presentation 4

	11
	December 1, 2011

Thursday
	L2 user and the native speaker
	• Due: WA #6

• Cook (2008), Ch: 10

L2 user and the native speaker, 170-193.
•(optional) Todd R. W. and Pojanapunya, P. (2009). Implicit attitudes towards native and non-native speaker teachers. System, 37, 23–33.

•Group Presentation 5

	12
	December 8, 2011

Thursday
	Observing learning and teaching in the second language classroom
	• Due: WA #7

•Lightbown & Spada (2006) Ch:5 Observing learning and teaching in the second language classroom, 109-135

	13
	December 15, 2011

Thursday
	Second language learning in the classroom (1)
	• Due: WA #8

• Lightbown & Spada (2006) Ch. 6 Second language learning in the classroom, 137-179.
•(optional)Pichette, S. and Lafontaine (2011). Sentence Reading and Writing for Second

Language Vocabulary Acquisition. Applied Linguistics. 1–18
•Group Presentation 6


	14
	December 22, 2011

Thursday
	Second language learning in the classroom (2)
	• Linck, J. A., Kroll, J. F., and Sunderman, G. (2009). Losing Access to the Native Language While Immersed in a Second Language Evidence for the Role of Inhibition in Second-Language Learning.  Psychological Science, 20(12), 1507-1515.

•(optional)Ellis (1985) Ch: 9 The role of formal instruction in second language acqusition, 215-247.
•Group Presentation 7


	15
	December 27, 2011
Tuesday
	Popular ideas about language learning revisited

	• Lightbown & Spada (2006) Ch. 7 Popular ideas about language learning revisited, 183-194.


	16
	January 3rd, 2012

Tuesday
	L2 user and the native speaker (2)
•Final exam study sheet.


	•Todd R. W. and Pojanapunya, P. (2009). Implicit attitudes towards native and non-native speaker teachers. System, 37, 23–33.



	17
	January 10, 2012
Tuesday
	Final Exam
	Final Exam 30 pts.


