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Turkish Schools abroad are private schools, from pre-schools to universities, which are founded by Turkish entrepreneurs in 160 countries in the world. They all have different names and are legally divergent educational institutions. Turkish Schools abroad are known for their qualified education system in international circles. Since they are all international schools, the educational language is English and the Turkish language is taught as an elective area (http://tr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gülen_hareketi_okulları). Additionally, one of the missions of the Turkish Schools abroad is introducing students with the Turkish culture.  Until quite recently, these schools were found necessary and beneficial for Turkish diplomacy by different circles in Turkey. Approximately three months ago, before the local election, which was held in 30.03.2014, the government party has experienced a conflicting of interest with a community in Turkey, which is commonly known as Cemaat. The government declared in the grounds that Cemaat is a threatening community for Turkey.  The common belief in Turkey is that the Turkish Schools abroad are all belong to Cemaat. Therefore, there occurred an opinion, which considers the existence of these schools as a threat to nations. While this way of thinking is adopted by some Turkish citizens, some definitely opposed the idea and some preferred to remain silent. There were question marks on minds. Up until yesterday, the government interiorized Turkish Schools and considered them as a diplomatic manner. Then the policy changed in weeks and Turkish Schools are discredited because of some internal political reasons. As long as the Turkish Schools abroad are legal educational institutions, which provide good quality education service, it is certainly unfair and unacceptable to change their image negatively for some conflicting internal political reasons and also it is important to consider these schools separately from any other actions of Cemaat.
The Turkish Prime Minister, assumed in the meetings during the election period that Cemaat and in relevant, the Turkish Schools abroad, are working for the darkness of Turkey and they all work for a part of a big plan, which aims to overthrow the government. He also alleges that there are enemies who want Turkey to be un-prosperous in the global world and the enterprise sponsor of the Turkish Schools abroad are all serving to those enemies. Whatever he claims does not seem to convince all the citizens of Turkey.  Some government-party members seem to be persuaded easily but some still avoid any declaration since they are also suspicious about those dubious allegations. So far, none of his sayings is based on a certain proof. Therefore, it is unclear for the citizens of Turkey that who are these enemies and in what ways the schools abroad are working for them? On the other hand, some people comment on the Prime Minister’s reaction to Cemaat that it is a way of covering the accusations about him regarding being involved in corruption. His preference of putting the blame on others rather than choosing the way of proving his innocence in the court, make all Turkish citizens feel themselves un-safe and make them become more suspicious about the claims. From this point of view, it is not fair to support the closure of all the Turkish Schools abroad, without any proof, if they work legally in accordance with the international norms and local rules where these schools are located.  The Cemaat actions and the schools abroad should be considered as two different formations.
Another point of view in favor is that the Turkish Schools are not right out of the box. The government was totally acknowledged about the development period the Turkish Schools for many years and supported the process in the last 12 years.  As it was published in http://www.samanyoluhaber.com/dunya/Ilk-Turk-Okulunun-bu-hikayesini-biliyor-muydunuz/775330/, the story of the first Turkish School abroad starts in Nakhchivan, Azerbaijan, 1991. It is a story of challenge, self-devotion, and hard working for the establishment of a Turkish School and a proof of the cooperation of Turks and Azerbaijanis during the cold war period, after the collapse of the Soviet Union. All the steps taken during the foundation of the school were performed in accordance with international norms. Turkish entrepreneurs were supported and encouraged both by the president of the Turkish Republic, Turgut Özal and the parliamentary speaker of The Autonomous Nakhchivan Republic, Haydar Aliyev. In the following years, the number of Turkish Schools has increased all around the world. The principles of the Turkish Schools have always been producing high quality education service in foreign countries while promoting the Turkish language and culture. According to the information given on the web page, http://tr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gülen_hareketi_okulları, the number of these schools is estimated as 2000. Today, from Taiwan to Bosnia Herzegovina, from the United States to Uganda, from Macedonia to Ethiopia, from Mongolia to Strasburg, Turkish Schools abroad meet east and west under the roof of Turkish Language and Culture.  If this is not a success story, then what else is called a success story? In my opinion, if Atatürk were alive, he would be proud of this enterprise school chain performed by Turkish people and make our songs by a lot of people from east to west in all continents. And maybe, he would have already integrated these schools to 23 April Kid’s Festival in Turkey. 
Apart from the claims of the government, there occurs a view that the Turkish Schools abroad are propagating Islam. That may be true that one of the missions of those schools have been introducing Islam as a religion of indulgence and dialogue to the people abroad. Voluntary envoys of the Turkish Schools abroad may be propagating Islam. But so far there have been no complaints about Turkish Schools abroad regarding any pressure on students. It is obvious that a path of education stands against radical Islam.  Additionally, Turkish Schools may be helpful to change the image of Islam in minds. There is no way of denying indulgence and dialogue. Even if a religion is helping indulgence and dialogue, peace and love between people, it should be welcomed.  On the other hand, considering the foreign schools in Istanbul, which are for example, Robert College, St. Geog Austrian High School or Notre Dame de Sion High School will help to understand the process better. These schools include even churches in their locations. There are priests and priestesses walking along the corridors. Since they provide a high quality education service to students, many Muslim students do not hesitate to go to these schools. These schools have always been beneficial institutions for Turkey. Why may not Turkish Schools abroad be?
One of the longest standing arguments against Turkish Schools abroad is that why these schools are established abroad, but not in Turkey, while there is pretty much need in Turkey already. This question is quite a possible one that comes to minds. First of all, we should be aware of that intercontinental social formations help the global image of a country.  Global investments help more for the development of a country rather than limited initiatives just in local arenas.   Besides, there are many schools in Turkey, which can be considered in a similar line with abroad schools for their missions and visions. Modern Turkish Republic should consider social facts globally and act accordingly to changing conditions of the world. 
One of the major conclusions of the Turkish Schools’ existence abroad is the International Turkish Language Olympiads.  It is a competition in the Turkish language. Students who have learned Turkish compete in different titles such as: grammar, oral skills, writing essays, reciting poems, singing songs, drama and etc. All kind of international organizations always help nations to develop economically and promote countries’ images globally. By closing Turkish Schools this opportunity will disappear. Figure 1 and Figure 2 shows two different scenes from International Turkish Language Olympiads.
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Figure1:http://www.aligultekin.com.tr/11-uluslararasi-turkce-olimpiyatlarinda-gorkemli-kapanis
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Figure 2: http://www.beyazgazete.com/video/webtv/yasam-11/turkce-olimpiyatlari-bosna-hersek-finali-283002.html
Taking everything into account, Turkish Schools abroad are the voluntary envoys for education universally and they also contribute in promoting Turkey. Turkish Schools abroad represent Turkey in some ways. Since they are legal institutions, one should avoid changing their images in a sudden and unrestrained way. Especially people, who play important roles in diplomacy, must think twice before a diplomatic declaration. Each Turkish citizen should review Turkish Schools abroad objectively and apart from any other Cemaat action. When we consider international rights and benefits of our country, we should be politically neutral and objective. In the main frame of liberalism and international standards, as long as the Turkish Schools abroad are legal, they must carry on being a light in education.  Finally, one should never forget that destroying is easier than building. 
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