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Prospectus: The Downfall of the Social State

The United States of America has been continuously divided on the policies for the care of its citizens. Opposed to many other industrialized nations, it has resisted the socialistic mentality of the distribution of wealth—a means to uplift the unfortunate while stifling the gain of the wealthy. The welfare state is a relatively recent American investment, which has swiftly rooted itself into government customs since the late 19th century. It arose during the time of the industrialization period—a time when Americans began to discard the communal way of life for the facility of factory jobs. Urbanization became widespread, bringing the impoverished to a more alienating and uncompassionate world enveloped within other socio-economical classes. The first massively distributed social welfare was mandated to the aging veterans of the Civil War.  Because many of them were disabled by the warfare, they were given compensation funds provided by citizen tax dollars. At this point in history, this was the only source of money allotted to American citizens without any trade of services (Rothbard, 2006). 


Nevertheless, modern day taxation incorporates welfare for theoretically all citizens. It is meant to provide the downtrodden and misfortunate with means to elevate themselves. Though it may be ethical and compassionate in theory, it is mostly abused and often only provided for people of racially specific socio-economical brackets. Inclusively, it is also inefficient in providing lower incomes with opportunities; rather, it simply allows them to feed from the wealth of the economy instead of finding means of social progression.  In theory, providing underclass citizens with means to advance themselves raises the economy and median income. In reality, however, this has been shown to be inefficient in its intentions and is detrimental to all tax-paying Americans. 

But, there can be solutions for the unfortunate abuse of a theoretically sound system.  An ancient idiom says, “Give a man a fish and he eats for a day, teach a man to fish and he eats for a lifetime.”  In lieu of government hand-outs, social programs can be provided to educate these poverty-stricken citizens in the manner of socio-economic elevation. If this can be done successfully, welfare taxations will no longer be wasted on the frivolities of the irresponsible Americans who receive them. Instead of providing temporary solutions to societal problems, the United States should make efficient and ethical programs for those who are unable to support themselves. 

I am particularly passionate in this subject because I come from a family of hard-workers in which I was taught to always do the best of my ability and to be self-reliant. I believe that underprivileged citizens should be provided with opportunities to succeed, instead of being given the necessities of which the majority of Americans work to obtain. Inherently, this methodology will teach the underclass to be successful and beneficial, not only to themselves, but to the entire nation.  

