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1.) Is the issue clearly defined?

2.) Does the introduction have a neutral tone?

3.) Has a common ground with the opponent been established?

4.) Are points of view clearly identified?

5.) Are main points of the opposition presented fairly?

6.) Is adequate evidence presented to refute each con point?

7.) Is the logic sound?

8.) Is the language calm and rational?

9.) Does the conclusion summarize the position?

10.) Is the organization clear to the reader?

11.) Overall, is the argument convincing?

12.) Does the writer use research material to bolster his or her argument?

13.) Does the research material add support to the author’s argument?

14.) How well are quotes integrated into the text? 

15.) Does the author correctly follow the APA guidelines?

16.) Are there spelling, mechanical, or grammatical errors?

