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A. As a reference source

Imagine that you are writing an academic paper (your thesis, dissertation, or maybe an article to publish).  You are worried about making grammar mistakes or using words or phrases that might sound awkward to other English speakers.

Activity 1:

Unrevised Sentence: Most of the participants achieved good scores from the memory test.

(Would “from” sound OK?)

Concordance Keyword(s)CQL

[lemma="score"] [tag="IN"] []{0,3} [word="test"]

Make Concordance

(I decided to use “on” instead of “from”)

Revised Sentence: Most of the participants achieved good scores on the memory test.

Activity 2:

Unrevised Sentence: Twenty percent of the students fell into the category of “reading more than one hour a day.”

(Is it fall into/in/under? I am not sure.)

Concordance Keyword(s)CQL

[lempos="fall-v"] [tag="IN"] []{0,1} [word="category"]

Revised Sentence: No revision needed.

Activity 3:

Revised Sentence: Most of the participants achieved good scores on the memory test.

(I have been using “achieve” too many times in this article. Is there another verb people use?)

Thesaurus

Lemma: achieve

POS: verb

(The results were not very helpful)

OR

Concordance  Keyword(s)CQL
[tag="V*"] []{0,2} [lemma="high"] [lemma="score"]

(I decided to use “register” this time instead of “achieve.”)

Revised Sentence: Most of the participants registered good scores on the memory test.

Activity 4: (use “Concordance” and “sort” function)

Unrevised Sentence: The strengths of this study lie in the more number of students examined.

(Can I really say “more number of”?  What other phrases can I use?)

Concordance Keyword(s)CQL

[tag="???"] [lemma="number"] [word="of"]

Sort Node

Revised Sentence:

???

Activity 5: (use Word Sketch)

Unrevised Sentence: The government has made good progress in solving environmental problems.

Word Sketch

Lemma:???

Part of speech: ???

(Column to look at is: a_modifier)

Revised Sentence:

???

Activity 6:

Unrevised Sentence:

(Come up with your own sentence about grammar of which you do not feel confident. Revise it.)

Revised Sentence:

B. To create teaching materials

Activity: You need to give your students some examples of sentences that contain the structure “not only … but also”

Concordance Keyword(s)CQL

[word="not"] [word="only"] []{1,10} [word="but"] [word="also"]

Make Concordance

Activity: (Scenario)  There are not enough exercises about the grammar pattern 
“Verb+Object Pronoun+to(or nothing)+Verb (base form)” in the textbook and workbook you are using. You want to prepare some exercises based on US English. Can you discover some from the Collins Wordbank?

Concordance Keyword(s)CQL

[tag="VV.*"] [tag="???"] [word="to"]{0,1} [tag="VV"]

Text Types doc.ctry US

Make Concordance

Sort: Node

C. To research

Activity: What is the difference between “big” and “large”? (Use “Sketch-Diff”)

 Sketch-Diff

First lemma: big

Second lemma: large

Part of speech: adjective

 Show Diff

Interpret the results.

Activity:

As a researcher, you need to extract the terminology (likely terms) in business articles.

Text Types Subcorpora Create new

New subcorpus name: study Business Create subcorpus

(create another one)

New subcorpus name: reference Usbooks Create subcorpus

Now, do the keyword analysis:

Word List Keywords

Find keywords of subcorpus:

compared with:

create new subcorpus

Find keywords (Then wait. This process will take some time.)
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