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EDEN 586: Corpus Techniques for Teaching English
-!This syllabus is tentative and subject to change!-
Yeditepe University
Fall 2014
Instructor: Erkan Karabacak

Email: erkankarabacak@gmail.com
Class Periods: Monday 18:00-21:00

Classroom: Hukuk 127
Class Website: www.erkankarabacak.weebly.com
Office: Guzel Sanatlar 501

Office hours: Wednesdays, 14:00-17:00
Course Description

This course familiarizes students with the techniques of corpus analysis that are relevant to English language teaching. Through hands-on exercises, students will learn how to prepare classroom activities and teaching materials. Some of the techniques covered include: corpus compilation; tagging for part of speech; using a concordancer for tagged and untagged corpora; counting frequency of words; discovering grammar and multi-word patterns; and extracting keywords and collocations. Based on their own teaching interests, students will accomplish two short activities and a project that they will genuinely use in their English teaching.
Objectives
On completion of this course, students should be able to:
•compile a corpus; tag it for POS; and annotate it for discourse characteristics

•use text corpora in teaching and materials development for English as a foreign/second language
•use concordance programs to extract data from corpora

•use statistical methods to extract key-words, collocations, and formulaic expressions from corpora

•implement the techniques learned in planning ESL activities
Readings

McEnery, T. & Hardie, A. (2012). Corpus Linguistics: Method, Theory and Practice. Campbridge: Cambridge University Press.
(Optional) O’Keeffe, A., McCarthy, M., and Carter, R. (2007). From Corpus to Classroom: Language Use and Language Teaching. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
(Optional) Gries, S., Wulff, S., & Davies, M. (2010). Corpus-linguistic applications: Current studies, new directions. Amsterdam: Rodopi.
(Optional)Hyland, K., Handford, M. & Huat, C. M. (2013). Corpus Applications in Applied Linguistics. Continuum International Publishing
Assignments and Grading
8 Quizzes for online lessons

8%

Mini-Exam on Basic Concepts

6%

Teaching Activity/Material

6%

Mid-Term Exam



10%

Project




40%

Corpus


10/40
Analyses


10/40 (will be graded during one-on-one meetings)
Presentation


10/40

Short teaching activity #2
10/40
Final Exam



20%
Participation



10%
You are expected to come to class meetings having read the chapters and articles listed for that class. In addition, install the listed software programs, and try using them before the class time starts. For example, if you are using your own laptop, install the programs at home and test them. Or, if you are using the computers in the lab, come early enough before the class starts and install them. If you experience problems note them down and let your instructor know at the beginning of the class.
Assessment and Grading

8 Quizzes for online lessons (8%)

There will be 8 quizzes to make sure that students are following the online lessons by Lancaster University through futurelearn.com.


Mini-Exam on Basic Concepts (6%)


This exam will cover the important concepts taught in the class. Students will be informed about the contents of this exam so that they can study for it without worrying about surprises.

Teaching Activity/Material (6%)

Based on corpus data, students will prepare a teaching activity and/or materials, such as an exercise for a textbook,  that teaches some aspect of English and use it with a group of genuine English learners; or classmates acting as learners.


Mid-Term Exam (10%)


The mid-term exam will cover the important concepts and techniques taught in the class. Students will be informed about the content of the midterm exam so that they can study for it without worrying about surprises.

Project (40%)


Students will compile their original corpora, clean them from mechanical problems, and tag them for part of speech. Based on their corpus, they will conduct analyses and prepare a teaching material, portion of which they will present to classmates acting as learners. Students will also give a Powerpoint presentation reporting the steps followed in their projects. 


Final Exam (20%)

The final exam will cover the important concepts and techniques taught in the class. Students will be informed about the content of the final exam so that they can study for it without worrying about surprises.

Participation (10%)
Students are expected to participate in discussions and be attentive during presentations and lectures.

Attendance

The classes will start on time. Students who are tardy or absent may miss important material, which may consequently lead to lower grades. Being absent for 10 class hours (for example, being absent for more than three weeks) will result in failing the course.
	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Assignments Due

	1
	Sep. 22, 2014
Monday
	-Introduction to corpora and concordancing techniques

	

	2
	Sep. 29, 2014
Monday
	-Finding a topic for the project.

-Using online Corpora and Concordancing-II: The Corpus of Contemporary American English (COCA))

	Read: McEnery and Hardy (2012), Chapter 1, Introduction
•Become a member for www.americancorpus.org

-Week 1 Online Lessons by Lancaster University
-Week 2 Online Lessons by Lancaster University


	3
	Oct. 6, 2014
Monday
[Kurban Bayrami]
	Happy Sacrifice Festival!

	

	4
	Oct. 13, 2014
Monday
	-Week 1 Online Lessons by Lancaster University
•Introduction
-annotation, mark-up

-Types of corpora

-Frequency, concordance, and collocation

-Corpora and language teaching

-AntConc

-Week 2 Online Lessons by Lancaster University

•A look at language

-AntConc

-Collocation

-Colligation

-Keywords

-Change over time

-Multimethods

•READ: Diachronic Variation
	•Install Antconc on your computer.
•Download files (myCorpus1) from my website.

•Following the instructions on the powerpoint file IntroductionToAntconc.ppt (from my website), play with the program. For example, open a set of files and create word lists.

•Quiz for Week 1 online lessons (1 pt)
•Quiz for Week 2 online lessons (1 pt)
-Week 3 Online Lessons by Lancaster University


	5
	Oct. 20,  2014
Monday
	-Week 3 Online Lessons by Lancaster University
•Discourse Analysis
-AntConc

-Clusters

-Tagged data
•READ: Discourse Analysis and Media Attitudes
	•Quiz for Week 3 online lessons (1 pt)
-Week 4 Online Lessons by Lancaster University


	6
	Oct. 27, 2014
Monday
	-Week 4 Online Lessons by Lancaster University
•Building a Corpus
-tagging with CLAWS

-tagAnt

-USAS semantic tagger
•READ: Issues in the development of the British Academic Written English (BAWE) corpus
Compiling your own corpus-I: Compile a corpus of written language online Using Teleport

-Compiling your own corpus-II: convert MSWord to Plain Text

-Getting ready for the quiz

	Due: Short Teaching Activity #1.(5 points)
•Quiz for Week 4 online lessons (1 pt)
-Week 5 Online Lessons by Lancaster University


	7
	Nov. 3, 2014 

Monday
	-Week 5 Online Lessons by Lancaster University
•Corpus use in social issues
-Forensic linguistics

-CQPWeb

•READ: A Critical Look at Corpus Tools

	•Quiz for Week 5 online lessons (1 pt)
Quiz #1(Tokens, Types, Lemmas, COCA)(5 Points)
-Week 6 Online Lessons by Lancaster University


	8
	Nov. 10, 2014 

Monday
	-Week 6 Online Lessons by Lancaster University
•Textbook and dictionary construction

-CQPWeb

-distribution

-thin function

-sorting

-search for annotations
•READ: Brezina, V. and Gablasova, D. (2013) ‘Is There a Core General Vocabulary? Introducing the New General Service List’

•READ: Hanks, P. (2009) “The Impact of Corpora on Dictionaries” in P. Baker (ed) Contemporary Corpus Linguistics, Continuum, London, pp 214-236.

	•Quiz for Week 6 online lessons (1 pt)
Due: Topics for the project.
-Week 7 Online Lessons by Lancaster University


	9
	Nov. 17,  2014 

Monday
	-Week 7 Online Lessons by Lancaster University
•Corpus in language learning

-CQPWeb

-collocation
-frequency lists
-keywords, keytags
•READ: Gabrielatos, C. (2005) ‘Corpora and Language Teaching: Just a fling or wedding bells?’, Volume 8, Issue 4.

	•Quiz for Week 7 online lessons (1 pt)
-Week 8 Online Lessons by Lancaster University


	10
	Nov. 24, 2014 

Monday
[Publicity Week]
	NO CLASSES!

	

	11
	Dec. 1, 2014 

Monday
	-Week 8 Online Lessons by Lancaster University
•Corpus analysis of curse words

-CQPWeb
-Searching through tagged texts with AntConc (II)

-Regex searches with AntConc (using both untagged and tagged corpus)


	•Quiz for Week 8 online lessons (1 pt)
Due: Corpus Raw Data (A)
Due: Corpus Data in Text (not cleaned)(B)
Read:
 Quiz #2 (Regex)(5 Points)


	12
	Dec. 8, 2014 

Monday
	-Compiling your own corpus-IV: Convert PDF to Text

-Correct mistakes and clean unwanted parts in your corpus with Notepad++

-Hand annotation of a corpus

---The UAM Corpus Tool


	Due: Corpus Data in Text (cleaned) (C)
Read: McEnery and Hardy (2012), Chapter 2, Accessing and Analysing Corpus Data

•Install PDF Mate
•Install Notepad++

	13
	Dec. 15, 2014 

Monday
	-Tagging words for part of speech

-Stanford POS tagger
-Compiling your own corpus-IV: Creating a corpus from spoken materials
-Evaluating teaching materials by corpus techniques

	Due: Tagged Corpus (D) (10 pts)
Due: Analyses (10 pts)
Read: 


	14
	Dec. 22, 2014 

Monday
	-One-on-one meetings for the analyses of your projects. No classroom meeting
	Quiz #3(Comparing Text Books)(5 Points)


	15
	Dec. 29, 2014 

Monday
	Presentations of the projects
	Due: Hand-Annotated Corpus(10 points)
Read: 

	16
	 Jan. 5, 2015
Monday
	Final Exam
	Final Exam: 20 pts.

Due: Powerpoint Presentations of the projects (10 Points)
Due: Short Teaching activity/materials #2 (related to the project) (10 points)
Due: Project Materials, Powerpoint Files (email them to me by 23:59, June 5th, 2013).


