Using COCA as a Reference Source for Language Learners
EDEN588, Fall 2013
Imagine that you are writing an academic paper (your thesis, dissertation, or maybe an article to publish).  You are worried about making grammar mistakes or using words or phrases that might sound awkward to other English speakers. You can refer to grammar books, dictionaries, or internet search to get help. We can utilize corpora as reference sources, as well. 

•Get a membership from www.americancorpus.org

•Log in

Practicing with some grammar issues:

Activity 1:

Unrevised Sentence: Most of the participants achieved good scores from the memory test.

1. "??" (I have been using “achieve” too many times in this article. Is there another verb people use?)

1. Click the radio box "KWIC"

2. Type in the search box "WORD(S)"

[v*] [=good] [score]

3. (I decided to use “receive” or “registered” this time instead of “achieve.”)

Revised Sentence: Most of the participants registered good scores on the memory test.
Activity 2: (This is a context search.)
Unrevised Sentence: Most of the participants achieved good scores from the memory test.
1. "??" (Would “from” sound OK?)

2. Click the radio box "LIST"
3. Type in the search box "WORD(S)"

[score] [i*]



(0)

(4)
4. Type in the "COLLOCATES" box

[exam]
5. Click "Search"

6. In the second window, click on the results one by one to see the context. 
7. I decided to use “on” instead of “from”

Revised Sentence: Most of the participants achieved good scores on the memory test.

Activity 3:

Unrevised Sentence: Mediterranean and the Near East in that event would inevi- tably fall into communist domination.
 1. "??" (Is it fall into/in/under? I am not sure.)
2. 
Search syntax A:

Radio Box = LIST;
WORD(S): [fall].[v*] [i*] 

COLLOCATES: [domination]

(0)
(4)
Search syntax B:
Radio Box = KWIC

WORD(S): [fall].[v*] [i*] * domination
Revised Sentence: Mediterranean and the Near East in that event would inevitably fall under communist domination.
Activity 4:
Unrevised Sentence:
 The article focuses on public support for ‘exclusion of foreigners from social system.’
(Should there be “the” before “exclusion”?)

Revised Sentence:
Activity 5:

Unrevised Sentence:  A much more number of women are being educated in India.
(Can I really say “more number of”?  What other phrases can I use?)
Revised Sentence:
Activity 6:

Unrevised Sentence: Teachers lack expertise in catering to the actual needs of learners.
Revised Sentence:

Activity 7:

Unrevised Sentence: The government has made good progress in solving environmental problems.
Revised Sentence: 
Activity 8:

Unrevised Sentence: The municipality was dealing with a lot of different projects.
Revised Sentence:

Activity 9:

Unrevised Sentence:  ... came into conclusion that ...

Revised Sentence: 
Activity 10: 
Unrevised Sentence:  ... that connect oil production platforms to wells on the seafloor...
Revised Sentence:

Activity 11:

Unrevised Sentence: 

The company produced new softdrink to cater to parents who are concerned about their children's calorie intake.
Revised Sentence:

Activity 12:

Unrevised Sentence:  ... increasing trend in electricity usage ... 
Revised Sentence:

Activity 13
Unrevised Sentence: Providing intrinsically reinforcing consequences appears to increase learners' motivation.
Scenario: You think you use the phrase "increase motivation" too many times. You want to find another verb to replace it.
Revised Sentence:

Activity 14

Unrevised Sentence: To make more meaningful interpretations, we revisited the data.
Scenario: What verb do I need to use? Is make OK? Or, are there other options?

Revised Sentence:

Activity 15:

Unrevised Sentence: 

(Check your own writings and find a structure that you are very sure about. Revise it.)

Revised Sentence:
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