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Writing Project #4: Argumentative Essay
The object of this assignment is to enable you to write a well-constructed and polished argumentative paper that will help you advance as a writer. When you are working on defining your topic for this essay, you may decide to write about something that relates to the academic discipline that you are interested in pursuing.
In an argumentative paper, you need to

· Make a claim related to the general course topic and that is of specific interest to you. 

· Choose a specific audience for your argument.

· Choose a specific structure for your argument.

· Include factual and emotional examples to support your argument.

· Support your own claim by providing syntheses of both your experiences and other sources on this topic, showing how these claims support or refute your own. Make sure you include multiple perspectives on the topic that you choose. You should incorporate at least 2 sources into your paper.

Your essay should include the following parts:

· Introduction: this is where you tell your readers what the essay is about. This is also where you need to make sure that you capture your readers’ attention, provide background information, describe existing arguments and counterarguments, etc. For this paper, your introduction needs to be limited to a single paragraph. 

· Thesis: this is where you establish your debatable claim. Make sure that your claim is very specific. Your thesis should include a brief outline of your whole paper and may appear towards the end of the introduction, depending on how you construct your introduction.

· Body: 

· Each paragraph in the body of your paper needs to have a main point that you can support with specific evidence. You should include factual and emotional examples from your own life and outside sources.
· To support your analysis, you will need to quote from other texts and to cite your sources. You will need to acknowledge sources that support your ideas and sources that oppose your ideas. You need to be able to refute the opposing viewpoints expressed by other writers.

· Conclusion: this is where you close your essay by briefly recapping your essay, describing its connection with similar issues, and stating the significance of your paper with future directions and implications of your research.

Length: 900 words (3 double-spaced pages; ±25 words)
Grading: 15 points (10 points for the essay and 5 points for its oral presentation)
Self-evaluation: On your cover page, write a short self-evaluation paragraph. How did you approach the writing process?  If you wrote in a group, how did group work drive your writing or affect the planning process (outlining, etc.)?  How did you approach finding legitimate sources to use?  Was there any part of this issue that you did not explore, that you think might have strengthened your paper if you had?

