Yeditepe University,
School of Education,

Department of Foreign Language Education
EDEN 211 Academic Reading & Writing
Spring 2015
Instructor: Erkan Karabacak
Meeting Times and Classrooms: 

Tuesdays, 
09:00-11:00 
(Hazirlik Ek Kuzey Bina, Room 104)


Thursdays, 
13:00-14:00 
(Hazirlik Ek Kuzey Bina, Room 104)
Webpage: www.erkankarabacak.weebly.com
Email: erkankarabacak@gmail.com
Office Hours: 14:00-17:00, Wednesdays, or with appointment.
Course Description:

This course uses a content-based approach to help ESL students master most commonly used writing strategies to be successful in academic environments. Through authentic readings from college-level textbooks, books, magazines, and reliable web sources that offer a wide range of topics across the disciplines the students are engaged in academic discourse. They are encouraged to improve their critical reading skills to negotiate with the ideas of others and form their own opinions. Mastering different rhetorical structures students can become writers that are more independent.
Course Objectives:
On completion of this course, students are expected to have developed the following skills: 

· Critical reading skills to analyze and evaluate the logic and style of arguments

· Formulating arguments and developing ideas

· Organizational skills in essay and academic writing
· An understanding of the rhetorical structures of writing for a purpose, drafting, revising and proofreading
· Developing logical thinking patterns, including deduction, induction, and reasoning by analogy.
· Competent and accurate use of grammar, punctuation, and syntax. 

The students should be able to 
· use a college-level dictionary and thesaurus when needed,
· use library and internet resource materials for academic research and evaluate the reliability of these resources.
Classroom Activities and Assignments:

Our daily classroom activities will include the following:
· Reading-based activities and discussions
· In-class and online peer-review workshops for peer-editing of your journal entries, and essays (so you will need to bring enough copies on group peer-editing days for your editing group)
Journal Entries
You will keep a news journal reflecting on the newspaper articles or readings from our reader that you find interesting. A journal entry (reaction paper, reading response) is a piece of critical writing in which you think and apply the ideas from the readings to say something significant or interesting. Going beyond a mere summary of what is read, you can agree or disagree with the author giving the reasons, apply the ideas mentioned in a different situation, relate the reading’s main idea to a personal experience/belief, or discuss the main idea in some other context.

You need to have 4 entries on the due dates until the end of the semester. These four entries were reminded to you on the overview calendar. You are going to submit your entries to Turnitin.
How to write your journal entries:

-Choose a news article or reading passage from our reader on a topic of interest (in English, of course). I would recommend news websites such as www.nytimes.com, www.usatoday.com, www.npr.org, among many others.
-Read the article carefully and understand it well.
-Develop an argument (agreeing or disagreeing with the article, or other feelings about it)
-As your title, write “Response to THE ARTICLE NAME in NEWSPAPER on DATE.”


For example: 


Response to “Greece Told That More Cuts Must Be Made” in New York Times on March 01, 2010

-Write a response letter of 275–325 words length and submit it to Turnitin.
-First, summarize the article in two sentences. For example, “What is it about? What is the purpose?”
-Second, put your thesis statement and support it.

I posted an example on my webpage www.erkankarabacak.weebly.com.
Grading of the journal entries:

I will grade your entries based on the content and language. Your grammar and sentence structure in your writings will not always be corrected by the instructor, but it will always be carefully checked. 

You need to submit your entries on the due dates (three days earlier or later is OK) and you will receive a grade out of 5 points at the end of the semester. For example, a student who has posted four responses around the due dates with meaningful content and appropriate language would receive 5/5. I emphasize "due dates" because you are not supposed to sit down for a day and finish writing all five entries in one day. In other words, you will write about the current news or readings of that week. 

Required Format for Writing Assignments: 

All of your essays are to follow basic APA formatting. For example, they have to be typed and double-spaced, with a one-inch margin on the left. Do not justify the margins. Leave the right margin “ragged.” Use 12 pt Times New Roman font. Drafts of essays should also be typed. More information on writing assignments will be provided during the following weeks.
Check the following and other web sources to familiarize yourselves with the APA style guide:
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
Submitting Papers

All written work will be uploaded to Turnitin system. In order to upload your essays to Turnitin system, you should sign up and create an account.  To do so, click on "New Users" at the top right of the Turnitin.com home page. You will sign up using your email address as your user name, and you will need to choose your own personal password. In order to submit your essay, you will also need to register for Spring EDEN211 class and will need the following information:

Class ID: 


9596869
Enrollment password:
Yeditepe2015
Oral Presentation/Debate:
You will be assigned different topics to debate against or for in pairs. You will need to read from different sources to gather information on your subject so you can persuade your friends during your 15- minute oral presentation. Class discussion and question/answer section will follow the presentations. Although you will be offered some topics, you are highly encouraged to choose a subject of your interest.
Course Materials
• The reader based on “Nadell, J., Langan, J., and Comodromos, E., A. (2009). The Longman Writer: Rhetoric, Reader, Research Guide, and Handbook (7th Edition). Pearson-Longman: New York” and other materials. I will inform you about where to get the reader.

•Supplementary reading materials will be provided during or before the class.  

Grading
	Diagnostic Essay
	5

	Essay#1: Rhetorical Analysis (Group Project)

-A: The paper itself (10 pts)


-B: Presentation (5 pts)
	15

	Essay#2: Argument Paper 
	10

	Essay#3: Research Paper

-A: Prospectus (2 pts)


-B: Annotated Bibliography (3 pts.)


-C: The paper itself (10 pts)

-D: Presentation (5 pts)
	20

	Essay#4: Final-Exam (In-Class Academic Writing)
	25

	Journal Entries (4 of them)
	5

	Pop-Quizzes for the Readings (4 of them)
	10

	Attendance and Participation (Regular attendance is required because there is no opportunity to make up missed in-class work and discussions.)
	10

	TOTAL
	100 pts


Late Writing Projects

Do not turn your essays in late, unless you negotiate with me two days BEFORE the due date—NEVER on previous or the same day a Writing Project is due. Final versions of writing projects that are late will be marked down one letter grade. 

As with the attendance policy, I will not vary on deducting for late Writing Projects, no matter what "excuse" you might have.  

In other words, not submitting a paper when it’s due will make it very difficult to earn an “A” for the class, so meet the deadlines.  
If I’m absent! If I need to cancel class because I’m ill, etc., I will try to email you all, before class. However, if you come to class and I’m not there by the time 15 minutes have elapsed (from when class is to start), please call me from my cell-phone. If I do not answer, assume that class is cancelled. It’s always a good idea to check your email before class.

Academic Honesty
Plagiarism is a form of theft. It is grounds for failing the course.  Plagiarism occurs when a writer uses someone else’s phrasing, sentences, or distinctive insights without giving proper credit. Be sure to acknowledge your sources! In this age of downloadable papers, remember that turning in work that, in whole or in part, is not your own is also plagiarism.  When in doubt about quotation, citation, or acknowledgment of sources, see your instructor.

Useful Writing Sources:

Check out the following web sources for information on writing: 

Indiana University Writing Tutorial Services 

http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets.shtml
University of Wisconsin-Madison Writing Center Writers’ Handbook

http://www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/index.html
http://www.wisc.edu/writing/ (UW Writing Center home page)

Overview Calendar
*Dates for the second section are presented in square brackets.

	WEEK
	DATE
	In-Class Activities
	READINGS, ASSIGNMENTS & DUE DATES

	1
	February 3, Tuesday

	•Introducing each other

	

	1
	
	•Rhetorical Triangle

•Advertisements


	

	2
	February 10, Tuesday
	•Course Syllabus and Overview

•How to keep a journal

•Our first assignment: Rhetorical Analysis

•What is “rhetorical analysis”?

•More Rhetorical analysis activities.
•A sample paper by a former student deconstructing Obama’s 2009 inauguration speech.


	►Read: Rhetorical Analysis
•Bring your readers to class



	2
	
	•Diagnostic essay
	►Due: Diagnostic Essay, 5 pts.


	3
	February 17, Tuesday
	•Discussing the readings.

•Details of the "Rhetorical Analysis" paper

•Comparing and contrasting General Patton's speech vs Stalin's speech regarding the rhetorical elements. 


	►Read: Rhetorical Analysis
►Due: Journal Entry #1
►Read: Rhetorical Analysis

►Read: APA Format

►Read: Reader,  p. 197-221



	3
	
	(Continued)
	

	4
	February 24th, Tuesday

	 •APA Formatting: How to do in-text citations and list your sources following the APA guidelines.
•Discussing the rhetorical elements in Michelle Obama’s speech.
•Sign-up for group presentations.

•Guidelines for group presentations.

	

	4
	
	•Discussing the readings
•Group presentations (Rhetorical analysis).
	►Read: Rhetorical Analysis
►Due: Group Presentations for Essay #1, 5 pts.
►Due draft of the WP#1 (Rhetorical Analysis) Email your drafts to me and your partner-group by Friday midnight.


	5
	March 3rd, Tuesday
(Career Week)
	•Group peer-feedback


	►Read: Rhetorical Analysis

►Read the drafts sent to you carefully and note down your suggestions using the “add comment” function, regarding both content and language/grammar related issues. Print them out and bring them to class.


	5
	(Career Week)
	•Group presentations (Rhetorical analysis)
	►Due: Group Presentations for Essay #1, 5 pts. (Continued).

►Due: Essay #1: Rhetorical Analysis, 10 pts, (Submit the final version of your papers to Turnitin by Friday midnight; before submitting your final versions, you can get more feedback at the Writing Center)

	6
	March 10th, Tuesday
	•Next assignment Essay#2, Argument Paper
•How to write an argumentative paper.
•Controversial topics for Essay#2
	►Read: Argumentation-Persuasion, in the reader; 
p. 23-45
►Due: Journal Entry #2

	6
	
	•Discussing Readings 

•Argument Activity


	►Read: Argumentation-Persuasion, in the reader; 
p. 46-58

►Pop Quiz 1 p. 23-58


	7
	March 17, Tuesday
	(Continued)
	

	7
	
	•Discussing Readings 

•Argument Activity
	►Read: Argumentation-Persuasion, in the reader; 
p. 46-58



	8
	March 24, Tuesday
	•Discussing Readings 

•Argument Activity
	►Read: Argumentation-Persuasion, in the reader; 
p. 46-58



	8
	
	•Discussing Readings
•Argument Activity
	►Read: Argumentation-Persuasion, in the reader; 

p. 59-95
►Due draft of the Essay#2 (Argument Paper) by November 7th, Friday, midnight. Email your drafts to me and other groups.



	9
	March 31, Tuesday
	•Group peer-feedback for the drafts of the Essay#2 (Argument Paper)
	►Read the drafts by your partners carefully using the peer‑review form to provide feedback. Print out the paper with your suggestions (both content and language) noted in the margins and bring the hardcopies to the class.


	9
	
	•Discussing Readings
	►Due: Essay#2 (Argument Paper). Submit your papers to Turnitin by Friday, midnight.

	10
	April 7, Tuesday
	•Next assignment: Essay#3 Research Paper

•How to write a prospectus.
•Analyzing a sample prospectus


	►Read: The research paper, p. 101-129
►Read: Prospectus 167-172

►Read: Articles in Key Concepts in ELT: 253-256


	10
	
	•How to write an annotated bibliography.
•Analyzing a sample annotated bibliography.
•Finding sources through the online library


	►Read: The research paper, p. 129-148
►Read: Articles in Key Concepts in ELT: (257-261)
►Read: Annotated Bibliography (173-182)
►Due: Prospectus (2 pts)


	11
	April 14, Tuesday
	(Continued)
	

	11
	
	(Continued)
	

	12
	April 21, Tuesday
	•Analyzing a sample research paper.
•Sign up for partner groups for Feedback


	►Read: The research paper, p. 149-165

 ►Read: 183-217
►Due: Annnotated Bibliography (3 pts)
►Due: Journal Entry #3


	12
	
	•Sign up for the individual presentations
•Guidelines for Powerpoint presentations.

	►Due draft of the Essay #3 (Research Paper) by December 5th, Friday  midnight. Email your drafts to me and your partners.
►Read: Articles in Key Concepts in ELT: Age and the critical period hypothesis by Abello-Contesse (2008), 245-246.



	13
	April 28, Tuesday
	•Group peer-feedback for the drafts of the 

Essay #3 (Research Paper)
•Individual Presentations (Essay#3, Research Paper)

	►Read the drafts by your partners carefully using the peer‑review form to provide feedback. Print out the paper with your suggestions for for both content and grammar noted in the margins, and bring the hardcopies to the class.
►Due: Individual Presentations for the Essay #3, 5 pts (Continued)


	13
	
	•Individual Presentations (Essay#3, Research Paper)

	►Due: Individual Presentations for the Essay #3, 5 pts (Continued)
►Due: Essay #3: Research Paper, 20 pts (Submit the final version of your papers to Turnitin by Friday midnight)


	14
	May 5, Tuesday
(Spring Festival)
	•Next assignment: In-class timed writing
•Discussing the readings

•Short and Paragraph-Length answers

•Independent Writing Task
	►Read: Nadell et al. (2009)
Writing Exam Essays
(Ch. 22, 221-246)


	14
	(Spring Festival)
	•Discussing the readings
•Practicing with a TOEFL question
	•Read: TOEFL IBT writing sample; reading-listening-writing integrated task.

233-246

►Due: Journal Entry #4


	15
	May 12, Tuesday
	•Discussing the readings
•Essay length answers

•Integrated Writing Task
	►Read: Nadell et al. (2009)

Writing Exam Essays

(Ch. 22, 221-246)
►Pop Quiz 2


	15
	
	•Discussing the readings
•Sample essay answer

•Class evaluation

	►Read: Nadell et al. (2009)

Writing Exam Essays

(Ch. 22, 221-246)

	16
	May 20, Wednesday
	Final Exam (25 pts.)
10:00-12:00
Guzel Sanatlar Building
Room 302

Make sure to have a good quality Turkish style breakfast before the exam. 
	


6

