Syllabus for AFWA 510 Fundamental Academic Writing
for Social Sciences
Yeditepe University

Summer 2012
(This Syllabus is adapted from the academic writing syllabus by Instituut Levende Talen, ILT K.U. Leuven and syllabus for ET602 at Ohio University by Dawn Bikowski)

Instructor: Erkan Karabacak 
Class Webpage: www.erkankarabacak.weebly.com
Class days and times: Wednesday 18:00-21:00 and Friday 18:00-21:00 
Location: 104 in Law Building (Hukuk)
To Contact Instructor: erkankarabacak@gmail.com

Office Hours: Monday, 15:00-18:00, Wednesday 15:00-18:00, or by appointment, in 405 at Fine Arts (Güzel Sanatlar) building. Extension 1894.
Credit hours: 3 credit-hours
Required textbooks

Swales, M. J. & Feak, C. B. (2004). Academic Writing for Graduate Students, Second Edition: Essential Tasks and Skills. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press.
Optional Resources (that you might find useful as you write)
Yeditepe University, The Institute Of Educational Sciences Manual for Writing Theses and Dissertations
Course Description

Employing texts drawn from social sciences, AFWA-510 provides guidance to students who are preparing to write their article for a publication, thesis, or dissertation. Students practice organizing and synthesizing ideas, with special attention being given to correctly using and referencing the work of others. The writing assignments focus on a single topic of the student’s choosing. Emphasis is placed on the style of writing appropriate for academic discourse in social sciences.

Each student works on his/her individual project during the semester, coached by the instructor.

Through practical exercises, we will cover:
•Generic characteristics of a research paper: title, abstract, introduction, body, discussion, conclusions, appendices, bibliography, and more.
•Vocabulary characteristic of scientific discourse within the language of analysis, hypothesis, interpretation, argumentation, comparison, and evaluation

•Formal structural issues relating to appropriate English language use at the sentence, paragraph, and inter-paragraph level

•Textual coherence and cohesion with attention to connectors, cause and effect, integrated graphic data, intra-textual cross-referencing, citations and quotes

• Positioning elements including style, register, flow, and degree of claim

• Academic biography for papers, proposals, resumés, CVs, and correspondence

Outcomes

After completing AFWA-510, all students should be able to:

1. Understand the value of academic honesty and the rules governing it.

2. Demonstrate the capacity to integrate secondary sources in a critical, evaluative, logical,

and analytical manner.

3. Show the ability to integrate summary, paraphrase, and direct quotations from secondary sources written for a university audience.

4. Understand writing as a process involving multiple drafts and editing.

5. Work toward developing individual skills to express ideas clearly.

While this course will help students work toward developing their writing skills, ongoing support from faculty and advisors and students’ own decisions to adhere to academic honesty standards are crucial in the production of high-quality written work.

Course Assignments and Grading

	#
	Assignment
	Points

	1
	Quiz 1 on Frequently Used Phrases
	5

	2
	Analyzing a research article for its organizational structure. 
	5

	3
	Organizational structure of your project.
	5

	4
	Quiz 2 on Frequently Used Phrases Specific to your Field
	5

	5
	Introduction: introduction, literature review, and research questions.
	10

	6
	Methods
	10

	7
	Results (or revision of Introduction or Methods section)
	10

	8
	Visuals to be used in the paper
	5

	9
	Discussion and Conclusion (or revision of Introduction or Methods section)
	10

	10
	Academic biography
	5

	11
	Abstract and Title
	5

	12
	Acknowledgements
	5

	13
	Powerpoint presentation
	5

	14
	Final version of the paper
	5

	15
	Participation
	10

	
	TOTAL
	100


Academic Honesty

Always cite the source when using other people's ideas and language.
Overview Calendar

	WEEK
	DATE
	In-Class Activities
	READINGS, ASSIGNMENTS & DUE DATES

	1
	June 20, 2012
Wednesday
	•Introducing ourselves and the course. 

•Identification of research topic for class

	

	2
	June 22, 2012
Friday
	•Some frequent phrases in writing for social sciences.
•Organization
•Decide which citation system

you’ll use for this class (e.g.,

IEEE, Chicago, ASME, etc.)


	•READ: Swales (2004), Unit 1: An Approach to Academic Writing

	3
	June 27, 2012
Wednesday
	•Quiz

•Using COCA as a reference source for vocabulary and grammar related issues.
	•Quiz #1: Memorize the frequent phrases in Academic Writing supplied by the instructor and be ready for the quiz.


	4
	June 29, 2012
Friday
	•Statements, definitions, naming
•Analysis of social science articles and theses
	•READ: Swales (2004), Unit 2: Writing General-Specific Texts

	5
	July 4, 2012
Wednesday
	•Using library resources

-Source credibility

-Writing with Sources 

-Citing sources

•Practicing some important writing strategies

Using ideas from sources in your paper:

-Quoting

-Paraphrasing

-Summarizing

-Avoiding ambiguity in citations


	•Due: Analyzing a research article for its organizational structure.



	6
	July 6, 2012
Friday
	•Problem-Solution Texts
•Language focus: midposition adverbs, verbs and agents in the Solution, -ing clauses of result, indirect questions


	•Due: Organizational structure of your project.
•READ: Swales (2004), Unit 3: Problem, Process and Solution

	7
	July 11, 2012
Wednesday
	♦Writing the Introduction and the literature review

•Strength of claim, Structure of Data commentary

•Language focus: Verbs in indicative and Informative summaries; linking as-clauses; qualifications and strength of claim, qualifying comparisons, dealing with problems, referring to lines on graphs, prepositions of time
•Introduction sections; creating a research space; reviewing the literature; Move 2-- establishing a niche; occupying a niche; completing an introduction

•Language focus: claiming centrality; citation and tense; negative openings in Move 2; tense and purpose statements. 
	•READ: Swales (2004), Unit 4: Data Commentary
•READ: Swales (2004), Unit 8: Constructing a Research Paper II, pages 242-264.

	8
	July 13, 2012
Friday
	•Catching up with the materials that were not covered.

•The second exercise for concordancing techniques. (Meeting in a computer lab)

	

	9
	July 18, 2012
Wednesday
	♦Writing the methods section
•Writing an assignment summary; Some notes on plagiarism; comparative summaries

•Language focus: Identifying the source in a summary, nominal that-clauses, summary reminder phrases; showing similarities and differences

•Types of serial research publication; short communications; longer research papers; Methods

•Language focus: linking phrases in extended methods, hyphens in noun phrases in condensed methods
	•READ: Swales (2004), Unit 5: Writing Summaries
•READ: Swales (2004), Unit 7: Constructing a Research Paper II, pages 215-232.


	10
	July 20, 2012
Friday
	♦Using scientific visuals
♦Writing the Results Section


	•Due: Introduction: introduction, literature review, and research questions.
READ: Swales (2004) Unit 7: Constructing a Research Paper I, pages 232-241


	11
	July 25, 2012
Wednesday
	•Quiz 2 

♦Writing the Discussion Section
•Discussion sections; cycles of moves;


	•Quiz #2: Memorize the frequent phrases specific to your field supplied by the instructor and be ready for the quiz.


	12
	July 27, 2012
Friday
	♦Writing an academic biography


	READ: Swales (2004) Unit 8: Constructing a Research Paper II, pages 268-278.

•Due: Methods


	13
	August 1, 2012
Wednesday
	•Language focus: levels of generalization; expressions of limitation

•Articles: the, a/an, Ø (Swales 2004, Appendix One)
	•Due: Results (or revision of Introduction or Methods section)
•Due: Visuals to be used in the paper

	14
	August 3, 2012
Friday
	♦Writing the abstract and finding a title

♦Writing the acknowledgements
♦Preparing Scientific Presentations

-Sign up for your presentations
•Book reviews; evaluating an article; critical reading; reaction papers; a few thoughts on manuscript reviews;

•Language focus: evaluative language; unreal conditionals; beginning the critique; inversions (emphatic sentences); special verb agreements; scare quotes 

	READ: Swales (2004) Unit 8: Constructing a Research Paper II, pages 278-286.

•Due: Discussion and Conclusion (or revision of Introduction or Methods section)
•Due: Academic biography

	15
	August 8, 2012
	No Classroom Meeting!

•Presentations of the projects
•Submissions of the final drafts online
	•Due: Powerpoint presentation 

•Due: August 7, 2012, by midnight, Final version of the paper.
•Due: Acknowledgements


