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There are many tangible benefits of the legalization of same-sex marriage over the prohibition of it. Many arguments against the authorization of same-sex or gay marriage are supported by religious beliefs or personal preferences, but the effects of its legalization are far more beneficial to the United States as a whole. For instance, there are many monetary benefits from the legalization of same-sex marriage through the various federal benefits couples would receive to the upswing of the entire federal economy. Additionally, the lives of children would be greatly impacted, through lower bullying rates and children performing better in school, as well as the improved adoption capabilities for these couples. In order for the United States to reap such benefits, the federal government must legalize same-sex marriage.


The legalization of same-sex marriage would not only have a positive social effect, but also a positive economic effect for the gay newlyweds. There are 1,113 federal benefits that a married couple can apply for (Kubasek et al., 2009). However, even though two men or two women may be legally married in any of the fifteen states where same-sex marriage has been legalized, the couples are forbidden from receiving many federal benefits. These benefits include Social Security, where in the case of a spousal death, the living spouse is eligible to receive Social Security survivor checks. Additionally, the Child Tax Credit states that for eligible households, parents may receive a tax break for each child.


[…]

Many argue that the legalization of same-sex marriage would require more government spending and less revenue, but that is incorrect; the entire country’s economy would benefit from the federal legalization of same-sex marriage. The Huffington Post gauged the fiscal benefits to the United States economy, stating that if the U.S. legalized gay marriage, there would be $20 million more collected in taxes (Berman, 2013). Some may believe that this is an overestimate, but New York is proof of the increased revenue that legalized same-sex marriage brings to a state. The first year that New York City allowed same-sex marriage, the city reaped $259 million more in revenue because of marriage licenses and other wedding-related expenditures. […]

Through denying the privilege of marriage to the LGBT community, those associated with the community are discriminated against as a consequence of a society that positions them as inferior. […] For example, in a Texas school sex-education classes require asserting that homosexuality is "not an acceptable lifestyle and is a criminal offense" (Lussenhop, 2012). Bullying is so prevalent because the U.S. has perpetuated the ideas that being a part of the LGBT community is living a subordinate and criminal lifestyle. Unfortunately, one third of “gay kids” have skipped school within the past month out of fear of their classmates (Lussenhop, 2012). What’s worse: in 2009 approximately nine out of ten LGBT middle school and high school students “suffered physical or verbal harassment ... ranging from taunts to outright beatings” (McKinley, 2013). This is outrageous, because if there are hundreds of programs to alleviate straight students from bullying experiences, there should be a large movement to educate students about the equality between all, regardless of sexual orientation. If students understood that all are equal, the amount of bullying would greatly decrease, making a positive change in the lives of many children.


Another positive effect on children through legalized gay marriage is the lowered divorce rates. Massachusetts became the first state to legalize same-sex marriage back in 2004, and has steadily had fewer and fewer divorces annually. The divorce rate in Massachusetts declined 21% in four years; the state had the lowest divorce rate in the entire U.S. in 2008. Contrastingly, when Alaska banned gay marriage in 1998, the state’s divorce rate spiked 17.2%. Additionally, the seven states with the highest divorce rates between 2003 and 2008 all had constitutional bans on gay marriage (“Gay Marriage”). There is a clear correlation between divorce rates and legalized same-sex marriage. […] If the legalization of same-sex marriage can reduce the divorce rates within states as much as it has, and save as many families as it has, imagine how many families and children the national legalization of same-sex marriage could save.


Not only would many children born into families be saved if same-sex marriage were to be nationally legalized, but children in foster homes would also be liberated. There are more than 100,000 children awaiting adoption, and many of these children do not live in conditions nearly as acceptable as if they lived with adopted parents. […]Unfortunately, many lesbian or gay couples are actually ignored and discriminated against throughout the process of adoption. […] Clearly, there are many children in need of a home, and many homes in need of children, but this prejudice against couples of the same gender prevents these children from finding homes. Additionally, this prejudice is entirely incorrect, as a Pediatrics study published in 2010 found that children with lesbian mothers typically ranked higher over children with heterosexual parents in both social and academic competence. […] By legalizing same-sex marriage, this inequity would halt, and same-sex couples would be able to adopt children and relieve them of a life without parents, healing both the children and these parents.


There are many legitimate benefits that would come with the legalization of same-sex marriage throughout the United States. Both couples and the government would save money, as couples would receive benefits that are equitable with heterosexual couples, and the government would enjoy the revenue from wedding expenses and marriage licenses. Not only would couples themselves receive benefits, but their children would as well. […] This legislation would not only help the children born of their parents, but would also help children in foster care find a home. […] In order to accurately boost the economy, as well as create a better environment for the children and youths of the United States, same-sex marriage must become federally legalized. […]
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