EDEN211, Fall 2013

Essay#3A: Prospectus for the Research Project
1. WHAT IS A PROSPECTUS?

A prospectus is a formal proposal for your Essay #3, Research Project (300 words) in which you define the proposed topic for your research paper, explain why you chose the topic, discuss what you expect to find out by researching the topic, and, state your position on the argument, if you have one. 
Topic selection

· You will need to choose a specific topic that will fit into the confines of the Essay #3: Research Project (1500 words). Try to pick a topic you are passionate about; remember you will be working with this topic for a month, so choose something that you won’t lose interest in over the next four weeks.
· The topic has to relate to English Language Teaching/Learning.

· Keep it in mind that your Research Project should achieve a level of quality that you can submit it as your example of academic writing for a graduate school application.  Thus, your topic should be meaningful for academicians in your field.
· Your topic can have arguable sides or not. But, it has to be complex enough that you can research it using outside sources. 

· You will need to ensure that you will be able to find enough information (at least 6 sources, three of them peer-reviewed) about your topic.

· The topic should not be overdone.

Requirement for the prospectus

• You need to introduce your topic and while doing this try to answer: Why is this issue important? What is an ongoing argument about the topic? What can you add to the ongoing discussion? Why will it be worthwhile for you in particular to research this topic?
· You need to outline your position if you have one (which side will you argue and what points, aspects will you focus on?) and provide the general reasoning behind your argument.
