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Should China Slow down its Urbanization?
Urbanization is defined as the physical growth of urban areas as a well as movement of people from rural to urban areas. During this decade, China’s urbanization is undergoing unprecedented development due to rapid economic growth and industrialization. The urbanization ratio is now approaching 50 percent, which is the average of the whole world. The number of China’s cities climbed from just 69 in the late 1940s to 651 by 2007. More than 650 million Chinese resided in urban areas in 2008, compared with 191 million in 1980. It is estimated that about 240 million more will reside in urban areas by 2020, and 340 million by 2030. Therefore, China’s urbanization is influencing and will affect the life of more than ten percent of the world population directly and many more in rural areas indirectly. Because of the undeniable fact that some grave problems, such as pollution and social unrest, have come out of rapid urbanization, some people have been arguing that China should slow down its urbanization pace these days. However, the positive effects of rapid urbanization, like better economic growth and higher quality of life, seem to overweigh its negative ones.

After nearly twenty years of rapid urbanization, many problems have arisen, as showed by a very long list in “Sustainable Urbanization and Social Development.” Basically, these problems can be divided into three categories. Firstly, it is argued that with so many people crowded in a limited area, there are far from abundant resources, both natural and social, for everyone living in cities.
 Take water for example. Water from local rivers and lakes was only supposed to meet the daily needs of 500,000 people, but now they have to support four or five times more, which is beyond their capacity. Neither can the society provide education opportunities, jobs,
 service like
 social welfare for every city dweller. Infrastructure is not able to meet the daily needs and asks for improvement. The unchangeable
 size and the increase of population, buildings, and cars inevitably make a city a crowded place. Congestion does annoy people and even drives some to live in suburban areas sometimes. Secondly, the highly density of population and economic activities leads to serious pollution, which has already disturbed the life of city dwellers. The air in China’s cities is being fouled and the water polluted. Although water and air can depurate themselves, they cannot handle the centralized emission of pollution from agglomerated plants and traffic in the city. Air pollution has been linked to “premature deaths and increased urban morbidity” [image: image1.jpg]


(Yusuf, 2009, 27). Disturbing noise blocks our thoughts and ruins our nice dreams. Another [image: image2.jpg]


rising concern of the government officials and the ordinary is social and political unrest, which derives from inequality and lack of public and personal security. The implementing of good governance and the establishment of complete machinery of the law cannot catch up with the rapid pace of urbanization. Increasing trend of lawlessness and criminal activities (murder, theft, etc) has put people in continuous trepidation. Many people moved to cities to seek opportunities and fortune blindly, ending up occupying payless jobs, forming a new group call “the urban poor.” When New Year begins, fearing of returning to hometown for the Spring Festival without any money, some of them turn to theft and robbery.
 Urbanization also expands the gap between rural and urban areas.

However, people standing in favor of rapid urbanization argue that urbanization has brought about more benefits than problems. To the nation, it remains the major stimulation of economic growth. Cities provide the manufacturing industries with plenty of laborers and the goods with consumer demand. “In China, manufacturing is registering the highest productivity gains and has the most promising export prospects” (Yusuf, 2009, 25). Agglomeration helps to save the cost of producing
 and the per capita cost of living.  Relative closeness also facilitates information exchanges among people and companies, creating more opportunities to absorb and exchange ideas and generate innovation. The transfer of workers from less productive jobs in rural areas to more productive jobs in cities adds value in the whole nation. To the masses, cities do provide better life quality for the city dwellers. Urban citizens can buy various kinds of goods from shops and supermarkets within a short distance. The highly centralization also helps to promote free exchange of information and communication among people
. Moreover, large cities offer all kinds of recreation. Pubs and KTVs attract a large number of young people every day
. Nowadays, the young do enjoy this kind of enthusiastic and colorful nightlife. Other entertainments like cinemas, theaters, and museums are suitable for people ranging from young to old. Urban people never have to worry about having fun until too late and missing the latest bus. Various cultural activities give them a broader view of the world and stimulate creative ideas.
In addition, some people even support faster urbanization rather than slowing down it
. There are mainly three reasons. In the first place, the rate that cities absorb rural migrants does not match the consumption of land source. Actually, the rate of cities assimilating migrants and the consumption of land are two indexes that show how the urbanization of a city is going on. High-quality urbanization requires the two figures to match each other. Viewed in this light, the inconsistency means that China’s urbanization is not as rapid as what we think. Secondly, most Chinese cities are still too small to realize “the potential benefits of economies of scale and cross-fertilization from diverse industrial capabilities” (Yusuf, 2009, 25). Although there were 651 cities in China by 2007, most of them were small cities. The size and diversity of small cities are not able to maximize the cost of economic activities and attract global investment. Another apparent reason is that the urbanization in China is developing rapidly but not extraordinarily and the ratio needs to be improved. The Urbanization rate is approaching 50 percent, which is the average for the world as a whole, but far less than the 78 percent rate reached by Latin America and 75 percent by the United States.
China should change the way of urbanization instead of reducing the rate. We must put what we call “sustainable urban development” into practice. The government officials need to carry out better governance to preserve the condition of urban environment, which is divided into three aspects——nature and space environment, such as air and water resource, necessary facilities of inhabitant’s life and business activities, such as traffic, water supply and drainage, and social life environment, including land exploitation, the facilities of education and social service (Li, Huiming & Gao, Jintian, 2001, p. 1-2). Furthermore, some problems can be solved or at least reduced by working together. If people care more about the consumption of natural resources and pollution, avoiding abusing the modern comforts like neon lights
 and recycling useful waste, we are able to improve our dear environment.
Urbanization is a really complicated process. Many elements are closely linked together. Problems exist as well as benefits. It is nowadays a global trend. We cannot possibly escape it. Therefore, taking full use of its positive effects and minimizing the negative ones are our only choice.
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Essay 3: Argument Paper 
	
	Levels of Achievement

	Criteria
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Introduction, thesis, and conclusion

(  8  x 5 =     )
	Intro is engaging and presents multiple positions of argument, argumentative thesis clearly stated and creatively developed, conclusion recasts thesis in a new light and makes connections to the larger world. 40

	Intro grabs attention somewhat, provides some info on other sides of the argument, thesis is implicitly stated but clear, conclusion reiterates thesis with little implication for the larger world.

	Intro provides little info about other sides of the argument and does little to capture attention, thesis is implicit and hard to find, conclusion makes little reference to thesis 
	Intro provides no info about other sides of the argument, does not capture attention, thesis is not explicit or not present, conclusion does not refer to thesis and does not add to cohesion of paper

	Argument
& organization

(     x 5 =    )
	Argument is identifiable, reasonable, and sound. Counter-arguments are included and successfully refuted. Every main point is supported by persuasive evidence. Paragraphs with clear transitions are clearly ordered with the argument progressing in a logical fashion.
	Argument is generally reasonable and identifiable but not always sound. Counter-arguments are included and defused somewhat.  Main point is supported by some evidence. Order of paragraphs could be better organized. Some transition sentences and cohesion markers are used but could be more effective 25
	Argument is barely reasonable and identifiable. Counter-arguments are included without defusing them. Few major points are supported by evidence and examples. The order of paragraphs doesn’t make sense in most of the paper, transition sentences and cohesion markers are rarely or inappropriately used
	Argument is not identifiable with no supporting evidence or examples. Counter-argument is not included. Paragraphs seem to be out of order and haphazard, no transition sentences or cohesion markers are used

	Audience awareness

(    8 x 5 =     )
	Targets specific audience. Engages audience effectively throughout paper. Has an academic and consistent tone throughout the paper. Provides sufficient background info about the topic to the audience 40
	The specific audience is generally identifiable. Engages audience through most of the paper, can capture but not sustain interest. Has a somewhat academic tone. Provides some background info about the topic to the audience
	The specific audience is barely identifiable. Has little engaging qualities to hold the interest of the audience. The tone is inconsistent and inappropriate through most of the paper. Provides little background info about the topic to the audience
	There is no specific audience. Does not hold audience interest. The tone is inappropriate and inconsistent throughout the paper. Provides insufficient background info about the topic to the audience

	Use of sources 

(     x 5 =    )
	Quotations,  paraphrases, and visuals are well integrated into the text and are adequately analyzed. At least 5 sources are referred to.
	Quotations. Paraphrases, and visuals are somewhat integrated into the text and analyzed. 5 sources are referred to.
	Quotations, paraphrases, and visuals are scarcely used and analyzed or overly used. Fewer than 5 sources are used. 
	Quotations, paraphrases, and visuals are not used or used incorrectly or inappropriately. Fewer than 5 sources are used.

	Language

use & mechanics

(    8 x 5 =    )
	Sentences are clearly written, economical, varied in structure. APA style correctly followed. Impeccable spelling, grammar, word order, word usage, and punctuation, good use of 
academic language. 40
	Sentences are generally clearly written except for some wordiness or repetition. APA style generally followed. Few errors in spelling, grammar, word usage, and punctuation.
	Sentences could be improved a lot. There are many cases of wordiness or repetition, and choppy sentences. APA style barely followed. Several errors in spelling, grammar, word order, word usage, punctuation.
	Sentences are poorly written, problems with wordiness, repetition, or choppy sentences. APA style was not followed. Many errors in spelling, grammar, word order, word usage, punctuation.


Dear Vivian,

This paper deals with a very recent phenomenon in many countries, urbanization and its negative and positive impacts. In general, the position taken on the issue is clear and supported by outside sources well.

I indicated several language related issues in my side-comments above.

The only major problem seems to be couple of conflicting ideas, which I also commented on above.

Overall, excellent job,

Your grade is 185/200
Figure 1: The Houses of the urban poor and the houses of the urban rich


From: http://ido.thethirdmedia.com/article/frame.aspx?turl=http%3a//ido.3mt.com.cn





Figure2: The Taihu Plaza in Wuxi
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�This sentence needs revision. It is not clear who is far from social resources.


�, and


�, such as


�Is it really unchangeable? Can’t you expand cities? After all, doesn’t urbanization mean expanding the size of the cities? 


�It seems that you missed the comment I made on your earlier draft. I mentioned before also that urbanization is people moving into cities and cities getting bigger (this is also how you defined it in your introduction). But now you are telling that these people who are moving to cities are actually are here temporarily; they are going back soon. It is not clear how this supports your argument. Maybe if your say “visit” instead of “return,” that might fix the confusion.


�production


�You have already said this. Redundant.


�Above it was mentioned that urbanization negatively impacts sociality but now it is indicated that it helps. It is confusing.


�slowing it down


�why is neon light a comfort?





