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Since the 1970s, the Chinese one-child policy has played the role as a characteristic nation-wide rule of China
. Proclaimed in 1979, the policy, the title of which meant to limit couples to have only one child, aimed at controlling the country’s population. It officially restricts the number of children married urban couples can have to one, although it allows exemptions for several cases, including rural couples, ethnic minorities, and parents without any siblings themselves.(n.d)
. After being practiced for 25 years, many potential problems came onto the stage besides the contributions it has made, making the policy a rather controversial
. As a matter of fact, the policy caused many serious problems inside the bid
 country. As time goes on, the policy no longer suits the situation of the country, which means certain changes should be made to the policy. 

Among all the serious problems, no one can deny that the abnormal population composition caused by the policy poses the greatest threat to the development of China. According to certain
 statistics, since the onset of the one-child policy, there has been a steady increase in the reported sex ratio, from 1.06(male to female) in 1979, to 1.11 in 1988, to 1.17 in 2001; while the sex ratio at birth, with fined as the proportion of male live births to female live births, ranges from 1.03 to 1.07 in industrialized countries. (Therese Hesketh, Ph.D., Li Lu, M.D., and Zhu Wei Xing, M.P.H., 2005). If digging deeper
, we will find the main reason that led to the sequence lies in the tradition of having a male successor in China. Under this circumstance, most couples only have one chance to have a boy, which without any doubt goes against the concept of ordinary people. Thus, they do ultrasound examination of the child to identify the sex and then resort to some extreme ways, for instance, abortion, infanticide, and abandoning girls, to create more chances to have a boy. When the ratio of male and female cannot maintain its balance, certain social problems can take place in the country. More and more men will find it hard to have a spouse. In the early 1980s, 15 percent of illiterate or semi-illiterate male peasants at age 40 were still single, whereas among university-educated men the number was only 0.5 percent. In 1990, the share of bachelors among the rural poor at age 40 rose to 19 percent. By 2000, among rural males with the least schooling, 27 percent at age 40 were unmarried, while nationally that figure was only 4 percent (Wang Feng, 2005). According to the statistics, less competitive men will go through the hardship of finding a spouse. As a result, both emotionally and physically, we can foresee more sex crimes committed by these men. To make things even worse, these men can even develop hatred towards the whole society, due to which some severe uprisings can be anticipated to harm the social benefits
. 
In another aspect of population composition, the aging of population also burdened the whole country. Because of the policy, China is going through a sudden decrease of birth, which means the ratio of old people to younger ones has gone beyond the average. In China, the percentage of the population over the age of 65 years was 5 percent in 1982 and now stands at 7.5 percent but is expected to rise to more than 15 percent by 2025. (WeiXingZhu, professor, LiLu, professor and head of department, Therese Hesketh, senior lecture 2008). 
As we all know, more elderly people means more pressure on labor force. Accordingly, the country can hardly take care of all the old people, which means the public welfare is faced with great challenge. In the long run, the abnormal population composition caused by the one-child policy, to some degree, will threaten the stability of the whole country. 

Since the policy is about the children, then has the development of children shown the improvement under the practice of the policy? It is anticipated that the policy can increase the educational level of all the citizens because the family will devote all their energy into cultivating the only child. More or less, every child can have more opportunities to receive higher education. Seen through the facts, the average educational level has improved a lot
 thanks to the policy. However, many defects
 of Chinese children have been enlarged under some kind of magnifier: the one-child policy. Due to the restriction of the policy, one family only has one child. So these children tend to grow up alone and be spoiled by their parents. When this generation becomes pillar
 of the country, it can be discovered that they mostly are selfish, lack of teamwork, which 
poses great threat to the future of our country. They would not sacrifice for the team and lack a sense of social responsibility
. It is widely acknowledged that the human society needs cooperation, communication, as well as responsibility. From this point of view, the policy has apparently led the children to an unhealthy stage. To conclude, the policy needs some changes to avoid the worst consequence brought by the policy
. As to the education of the children, we can see positively that China today is no longer what it was 25 years ago. Rapid economic development has ensured that most families have the ability to educate more than one child well. In a sentence, policy should be altered according to national situation. 

Many people argue that, the global population is now on the cutting edge of destroying the whole earth.
 Estimated statistics are shown that the policy have reduced population growth in the country of 1.3 billion by as much as 300 million people over its first twenty years, which indicates that the policy has contributed a lot to the population control.
 (Matt Rosenberg, 2009). It seems obvious that it is immensely wrong to remove the policy; while on the other hand, the problems generated by the policy pose increasingly threat to us. In fact, what we need to do is not simply eliminate the policy without considering the benefits it can bring
. What we need to do is to change the policy according to the certain
 situation in our country. Introduced by some experts across the whole world, a neutral way is necessary. Some one calls the possible solution “two-child policy,”
 suggesting that we can relax the policy to some degree. As advised, the relaxation of the policy can be tried firstly in some richer places, like Shanghai, Guangdong, Jiangsu, where families can easily afford the costs. After these places, other areas can follow gradually (n.d). 
In fact, all the changes should be made under the main notion that all the world, especially China, the country owning
 the largest population, should still carry on the mission of controlling the population.

Deeply
 rooted into Chinese daily life, the policy has influenced generations of people. Nowadays, 35% of Chinese people were born under the restriction of the policy (n.d), 
which suggests that if not dealt with properly, the policy may cause colossal damage to the whole country. We can surely admit that policy should be adjusted to the changing situation. Thus, as argued above, it is high time we relaxed the policy instead of sticking to it. 
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Essay 3: Argument Paper 
	
	Levels of Achievement

	Criteria
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Introduction, thesis, and conclusion

(   8 x 5 =     )
	Intro is engaging and presents multiple positions of argument, argumentative thesis clearly stated and creatively developed, conclusion recasts thesis in a new light and makes connections to the larger world.
40
	Intro grabs attention somewhat, provides some info on other sides of the argument, thesis is implicitly stated but clear, conclusion reiterates thesis with little implication for the larger world.

	Intro provides little info about other sides of the argument and does little to capture attention, thesis is implicit and hard to find, conclusion makes little reference to thesis 
	Intro provides no info about other sides of the argument, does not capture attention, thesis is not explicit or not present, conclusion does not refer to thesis and does not add to cohesion of paper

	Argument
& organization

(    7 x 5 =    )
	Argument is identifiable, reasonable, and sound. Counter-arguments are included and successfully refuted. Every main point is supported by persuasive evidence. Paragraphs with clear transitions are clearly ordered with the argument progressing in a logical fashion.
35
	Argument is generally reasonable and identifiable but not always sound. Counter-arguments are included and defused somewhat.  Main point is supported by some evidence. Order of paragraphs could be better organized. Some transition sentences and cohesion markers are used but could be more effective
	Argument is barely reasonable and identifiable. Counter-arguments are included without defusing them. Few major points are supported by evidence and examples. The order of paragraphs doesn’t make sense in most of the paper, transition sentences and cohesion markers are rarely or inappropriately used
	Argument is not identifiable with no supporting evidence or examples. Counter-argument is not included. Paragraphs seem to be out of order and haphazard, no transition sentences or cohesion markers are used

	Audience awareness

(    8 x 5 =     )
	Targets specific audience. Engages audience effectively throughout paper. Has an academic and consistent tone throughout the paper. Provides sufficient background info about the topic to the audience
40
	The specific audience is generally identifiable. Engages audience through most of the paper, can capture but not sustain interest. Has a somewhat academic tone. Provides some background info about the topic to the audience
	The specific audience is barely identifiable. Has little engaging qualities to hold the interest of the audience. The tone is inconsistent and inappropriate through most of the paper. Provides little background info about the topic to the audience
	There is no specific audience. Does not hold audience interest. The tone is inappropriate and inconsistent throughout the paper. Provides insufficient background info about the topic to the audience

	Use of sources 

(     x 5 =    )
	Quotations,  paraphrases, and visuals are well integrated into the text and are adequately analyzed. At least 5 sources are referred to.
	Quotations. Paraphrases, and visuals are somewhat integrated into the text and analyzed. 5 sources are referred to. 30
	Quotations, paraphrases, and visuals are scarcely used and analyzed or overly used. Fewer than 5 sources are used. 
	Quotations, paraphrases, and visuals are not used or used incorrectly or inappropriately. Fewer than 5 sources are used.

	Language

use & mechanics

(     x 5 =    )
	Sentences are clearly written, economical, varied in structure. APA style correctly followed. Impeccable spelling, grammar, word order, word usage, and punctuation, good use of 
academic language.
	Sentences are generally clearly written except for some wordiness or repetition. APA style generally followed. Few errors in spelling, grammar, word usage, and punctuation.

30
	Sentences could be improved a lot. There are many cases of wordiness or repetition, and choppy sentences. APA style barely followed. Several errors in spelling, grammar, word order, word usage, punctuation.
	Sentences are poorly written, problems with wordiness, repetition, or choppy sentences. APA style was not followed. Many errors in spelling, grammar, word order, word usage, punctuation.


Dear Hazel,

You picked a very meaningful issue to take a side, and wrote an argument about it.

Besides some language and mechanical issues I also indicated two weaknesses in your argument where you need more examples or evidence to support your claims.
Please see my notes in the margins.

Overall, very good job.

Your grade is 175/200






Figure 1: Rural Sichuan roadside sign: "It is forbidden to discriminate, mistreat, or abandon baby girls."
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