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Nowadays society is relatively stable in many countries and so we give more attention to democracy and protection of human rights. The death penalty, an integral part of criminal culture and legal culture, relates to human right. In the nineteen eightieth, the international human rights movement's attitude on the death penalty has been experiencing changes. Until the end of 2005, the world's 83 countries have abolished the death penalty. However, in my point of view
, it is necessary to keep death penalty because it can deter future crime and protect human rights
. 
COMMENT

Some people think the death penalty is not an effective deterrent and we should abolish it. Firstly, death penalty is too harsh to weaken the deterrent power because things will develop in the opposite direction when they become extreme
. We rely on penalties’ severity, not it’s the rigor, to prevent crime.
 And in the long run, people are also used to its severe threats. The criminal will do the evilest thing and doesn’t care about the worst consequence. So
 for many crimes, a lighter penalty is sufficient to result in deterrent. Secondly, death penalty is not an effective means of crime prevention. There is not authoritative profile proving that the death penalty is the most effective deterrent among the punishment. So we can use life sentence to replace death penalty. Lastly, from practical point of view, the homicide rate doesn't increase because                           of the abolition of the death penalty, on the contrary, in some countries, where the death penalty is already abolished, even a downward trend appears
.
On the contrary, I think 
the death penalty is an effective deterrent. Firstly, the death penalty is the cruelest punishment. In terms of deterrent power, no other punishment could be compared with death penalty. In theory, because the crime can bring the criminal a kind of joys and interest, he chooses to do evil thing. However, the criminal will weight the pros and cons 
before he commit the crime. If the consequence brings criminals more suffering, he will give up the evil motive. Everyone only has one chance to live and the desire to enjoy life, but the death penalty takes people’s lives. The severest torture that death penalty brings can deter future crime. Secondly, the death penalty is the most powerful legislative deterrence. Legislative deterrent refers to that the relationship between the crime and the relative punishment is finalized. The death penalty, the maximum punishment, is the most serious penalties for violations and the implementation of death penalty also can produce horrors to prevent other potential crime. Thirdly, from the economic perspective, death penalty uses the simplest way to eliminate crime from the content people. Transforming those heinous criminals to good persons will spend a lot of manpower, material and money. Besides, a thorough transformation is not easy. The death penalty deprives of those heinous criminals’ life, to somehow
 can save cost and deter possible crime. Lastly, some sayings 
in reality can also prove the death penalty’s deterrent power. Some criminals say if we can swindle, we won’t steal. If we can steal, we won’t rob. Because they know normal swindle 
can not lead to death penalty, but severe crime of theft and robbery may take their own lives
.
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People, who are against death penalty, consider that death penal may cause innocent people get hurt. It is obvious and understandable that mistakes exist during the cognizance process. For [image: image3.jpg]


example, on April 27th 1995, a young man,                      

                                               Nie Shubin , was executed because of rape and homicide in Hebei province. However, in 2005, a man Wang Shujin, who killed many people, was arrested and confessed that Nie was undeserved 
because he was the killer. Wang also described the unknown details of the case to prove his state was convincing
. This is just an example and grievance may exist everyday. How could we do so to innocent people?
It is unavoidable for human beings to make some mistakes, so it is natural those grievance exist. It has nothing to do with the abolishment of the death penalty. There is no reason that we should give up doing something good because it may cause some problems. All we can do is to prevent such tragedies happening. Firstly, we can improve our law-enforcement procedure. Our judiciary takes a lot of measures to ensure the innocent people’s rights. On one hand, it takes a long and complicated process to sentence a criminal the execution
. During the interrogation, the criminal’s lawyers can appeal and the first, second and final inquisition can make sure that no innocent citizens are sentenced to dead. On the other hand, though an innocent person is sentenced to death, it is also possible for him to live. The court will delay the death penalty. What’s more
, if 
the criminal behaves well, the court will commute his sentence of death to one of life                                 

imprisonment. Secondly, it is worthwhile to sentence a potential criminal to protect other innocent people’s lives and whatever we can finally find the criminal. If a homicide, who wants to kill several people to revenge to the society, can not be sentenced to death penalty, he is a big threat to our lives and nobody can ensure tragedies won’t happen again.  
Some defenders of human rights think death penalty offend the human right and communions oppose death penalty because it offends their religious belief. However, everyone is equal and has the same right to live. It indicates that laws protect everyone’s right, and destroying the balance means giving up one’s own rights. The death penalty isn’t an offense to humanitarianism and doesn’t aim at torture; on the contrary, it just shows respect to life. One should be responsible for his action and words and so the criminal deserve being killed if he harms other people’s Survival Rights
. Besides, “Retribution has its basis in religious value, which have historically maintained that it is proper to take an “eye for an eye” and a life for a life
” (Argument for and against the death penalty). It indicates that one should be punished in the same way he harms others. If the criminal kills a person, then he will be executed.
In my opinion, it is reasonable to keep the death penalty. Firstly, it is an essential and effective deterrent to the monstrous criminals. It can deter future crime. Secondly, not only death penalty but other punishment will cause grievance, so it is not a reason that we should abolish execution. Lastly, death penalty protects human rights. Criminals deserve the punishment and victims’ Survival Rights are protected. However, we must face some limitation of the death penalty. Because death penalty decides people’s life and death, we should be cautious in case of making unforgivable
 mistakes. Besides we should kill fewer criminals if it is possible to give them a chance.
 Death penalty is essential and we should use it in a proper way.
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Essay 3: Argument Paper 
	
	Levels of Achievement

	Criteria
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Introduction, thesis, and conclusion

(    x 5 =     )
	Intro is engaging and presents multiple positions of argument, argumentative thesis clearly stated and creatively developed, conclusion recasts thesis in a new light and makes connections to the larger world.

	Intro grabs attention somewhat, provides some info on other sides of the argument, thesis is implicitly stated but clear, conclusion reiterates thesis with little implication for the larger world. 35

	Intro provides little info about other sides of the argument and does little to capture attention, thesis is implicit and hard to find, conclusion makes little reference to thesis 
	Intro provides no info about other sides of the argument, does not capture attention, thesis is not explicit or not present, conclusion does not refer to thesis and does not add to cohesion of paper

	Argument
& organization

(     x 5 =    )
	Argument is identifiable, reasonable, and sound. Counter-arguments are included and successfully refuted. Every main point is supported by persuasive evidence. Paragraphs with clear transitions are clearly ordered with the argument progressing in a logical fashion.
	Argument is generally reasonable and identifiable but not always sound. Counter-arguments are included and defused somewhat.  Main point is supported by some evidence. Order of paragraphs could be better organized. Some transition sentences and cohesion markers are used but could be more effective 35
	Argument is barely reasonable and identifiable. Counter-arguments are included without defusing them. Few major points are supported by evidence and examples. The order of paragraphs doesn’t make sense in most of the paper, transition sentences and cohesion markers are rarely or inappropriately used
	Argument is not identifiable with no supporting evidence or examples. Counter-argument is not included. Paragraphs seem to be out of order and haphazard, no transition sentences or cohesion markers are used

	Audience awareness

(   8  x 5 =     )
	Targets specific audience. Engages audience effectively throughout paper. Has an academic and consistent tone throughout the paper. Provides sufficient background info about the topic to the audience 40
	The specific audience is generally identifiable. Engages audience through most of the paper, can capture but not sustain interest. Has a somewhat academic tone. Provides some background info about the topic to the audience
	The specific audience is barely identifiable. Has little engaging qualities to hold the interest of the audience. The tone is inconsistent and inappropriate through most of the paper. Provides little background info about the topic to the audience
	There is no specific audience. Does not hold audience interest. The tone is inappropriate and inconsistent throughout the paper. Provides insufficient background info about the topic to the audience

	Use of sources 

(     x 5 =    )
	Quotations,  paraphrases, and visuals are well integrated into the text and are adequately analyzed. At least 5 sources are referred to.
	Quotations. Paraphrases, and visuals are somewhat integrated into the text and analyzed. 5 sources are referred to. 30
	Quotations, paraphrases, and visuals are scarcely used and analyzed or overly used. Fewer than 5 sources are used. 
	Quotations, paraphrases, and visuals are not used or used incorrectly or inappropriately. Fewer than 5 sources are used.

	Language

use & mechanics

(     x 5 =    )
	Sentences are clearly written, economical, varied in structure. APA style correctly followed. Impeccable spelling, grammar, word order, word usage, and punctuation, good use of 
academic language.
	Sentences are generally clearly written except for some wordiness or repetition. APA style generally followed. Few errors in spelling, grammar, word usage, and punctuation.

35
	Sentences could be improved a lot. There are many cases of wordiness or repetition, and choppy sentences. APA style barely followed. Several errors in spelling, grammar, word order, word usage, punctuation.
	Sentences are poorly written, problems with wordiness, repetition, or choppy sentences. APA style was not followed. Many errors in spelling, grammar, word order, word usage, punctuation.


Dear Shaline,
This argument paper is dealing with a very controversial issue in many countries around the world. You took a clear position on the issue and supported your points well.

However, there is still room to improve it. As I indicated in my side-comments and the parts that are highlighted in yellow and red, there are some language and spelling problems.

Most importantly, your thesis statement needs revision by listing the specific points that will be discussed in the paper. Second, your visuals are not incorporated in your argument. You need to refer to them from your argument: “As seen in Figure 2 below …” Third, sources are not cited for some of the points made.

Overall, good job.
Your grade is 175/180
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Figure 2: Nie Shubin’s mother cry on his crave 


Source: http://review.jcrb.com/200711/ca657465.htm





Figure 3: Ji Zhongchun, who is a policeman, shot a man three times until the man died only because when Ji Zhongchun backed his car, he had some conflict with the man. 


Source:http://www.98148.com.cn/article/news/gjfs/sf/sfdt/article/20090415104020931.html





� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Death_Penalty_World_Map.svg" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/8/80/Death_Penalty_World_Map.svg/400px-Death_Penalty_World_Map.svg.png" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����Figure 1：Use of the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Use_of_death_penalty_worldwide" \o "Use of death penalty worldwide" �death penalty around the world� (June 2009).�     Abolished for all offenses (94) 


     Abolished for all offenses except under special circumstances (10) 


     Retains, though not used for at least 10 years (35) 


     Retains death penalty (58)* 


*Note that, while laws vary between � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._state" \o "U.S. state" �U.S. states�, it is considered retentionist because the federal death penalty is still in active use.


Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Death_penalty








�Page number should come right after the running head.


�Do not use different font sizes.


�remove


�but these points are also valid for any law system. In your thesis statement you need to mention the characteristics that is specifically related to death penalty. Maybe: “because it has more deterrence power than other types of punishments”


�you needed to refer to the above figure from the body of your argument. None of the figures in this paper are indicated and incorporated into your argument.


�This sentence is vague. Rephrase it so that everyone can understand what you meahn.


�This sentence does not sound grammatical, thus the meaning is unclear too.


�Find a more formal link.


�So this whole paragraph you are conflicting with your own position. It does not sound right.


If you are trying to acknowledge the opposing view, you need to make it clear that these points are not yours but the claims of the people who think death penalty is wrong.


Then you have to refute each point you raised here. For example, what is the real reason behind the downward trend in murders in those countries who abolished death penalty.


�redundant


�do not use pros and cons in your paper. Second, here they do not make any sense anyway.


�Is this adverb needed here?


�“interviews”?


�swindling


�Then, why in countries that abolished death penalty, murder rates went down? 


�was not guilty


�Source? Where did you find this story?


�to death


�Use a more formal link: Moreover,


�No reason to capitalize


�Whar religions are these?


�unalterable


�This sounds like a totally different point. You need to discuss this point in a separate paragraph above. You cannot conclude with new ideas. Your conclusion can only contain the points raised in the argument.
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