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American Dream: a Tale in Peril


In the past several decades, tens of thousands of immigrants flooded into America in the pursuit of American Dream, which symbolized a promise of prosperity. However, nowadays, when more and more disciples of American Dream are frustrated by the harsh reality, people begin to doubt whether the dream that once inspired so many believers to succeed still exists. The divergence lies in the paradox that while with plenty of successful examples, the great polarization between the rich and the poor has made the American Dream gradually fade away. American Dream, once a national icon, has been in peril and needs repair
.

American Dream, though first expressed by James Truslow Adams in 1931, is rooted in the nation’s founding document, Declaration of Independence, which states that all men are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights" including "Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness"(Wikipedia, 2009). It exemplifies the most valued of cultural beliefs-----
that in America, the “land of opportunity,” anyone, regardless of race, gender and class, can achieve his or her goals. In common parlance, American Dream is often used as a synonym for home ownership since homes have historically been seen as status symbols separating the middle classes and the poor (Marshall, 2009). Thus, having a home is a milestone on the way of achieving the ambition. The American Dream, framed by the ideology of individuality, follows a particular trajectory: struggle, individual effort, responsibility, frugality, and talent lead to material wealth. As noted by Glenn D Smith, jr, the dream has two layers of meaning: besides material success, the fulfillment of moral value is also an important component in realizing American Dream (2009). 
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 The most remarkable feature of American Dream is its possibility of social mobility despite people’s backgrounds. It has lured numerous immigrants to American shores, fueled the move westwards, and reinforced the core American values such as persistence and self-reliance. Even today, American Dream makes scorching claim of its existence by pushing Barack Obama to the culmination of power. Though with a black background, this squeaky-clean Mr. Obama has made all his way to the White House. Obama himself is a solid supporter of American Dream, as he put in his victory speech in Chicago that “America is a place where all things are possible” (2008). When spoke of American Dream with the students in Shanghai recently, Obama reiterated his belief in its existence by saying “that's why immigrants from China to Kenya could find a home on our shores; why opportunity is available to all who would work for it; and why someone like me, who less than 50 years ago would have had trouble voting in some parts of America, is now able to serve as its President” (2009). In fact, long before he became the president, he had born American Dream in mind
, as he wrote in his book The audacity of hope: Thoughts on reclaiming the American dream that “what are the core values that we, as Americans, hold in common? The values of self-reliance and self-improvement and risk-taking; the values of drive, discipline, temperance, and hard work; the values of thrift and personal responsibility; the values of equal opportunity and nondiscrimination complement rather than impinge on our liberty” (Obama, 2008, p. 52). Mr. Obama has best exemplified the living American Dream.

However, the boundaries between different classes are hard to cross. Race, gender, and family background are still significant barriers in upward-mobility. As Brookings Institution scholars Ron Haskin and Isabel Sawhill demonstrate in a compelling new book, Creating an Opportunity Society, American Dream’s optimism in climbing the social ladder is no longer vibrant (Brownstein, 2009). Their research has found that more than 60 percent of Americans whose parents scale the top fifth of the income ladder have reached the top two-fifths themselves; by contrast, 65percent of Americans with parents from the lowest fifth of earners remain stuck in the bottom two-fifths. It shows a vivid irony that though people venerate American Dream, children born to low-income parents are more likely to trap in this class forever. The upset situation is that not only material wealth is passed within certain group of people, but also political power. The prominent big families such as Kennedy and Bush impose great influence on political procedures, making social mobility a moribund myth. In the 2008 presidential election, the reaction of Kennedy family was a barometer. Even Obama’s success was largely due to the Kennedys’ support. In such a chilly climate, the most striking feature of American Dream has become unapproachable.


Since home ownership is one of the bywords for American Dream, whether people can afford a house of their own becomes an important metric. American government makes great efforts in releasing citizens’ economic burdens so that they are able to buy their own houses. In June 2002, then US president George W Bush spoke of the “the significance of home-ownership in realizing American Dream” (Bush, 2002) and set the goal of increasing minority homeowners by at least 5.5 million by 2010 (Marlowe, 2009). African-Americans and Hispanics are allowed lower interest loans, making them remain faithful to American Dream. A recent Allstate/National Journal Heartland Monitor poll has found that African-Americans and Hispanics are more likely than the whites to believe that people of all races have adequate chances to succeed in America (Marlowe, 2009). In addition, the ongoing healthcare reform, which aims at expanding coverage to most uninsured Americans, is to some degree paving way for realizing people’s dream of owning houses. The measures federal government adopts and the promises leaders make once again confirm the existence of American Dream.

Nevertheless, opponents obviously are not that optimistic. They sharply point out the tough reality: more than one million Americans have lost their homes this year alone because of the Subprime Crisis, and another seven million face foreclosure by 2012 (Crook, 2009). The most sarcastic part is the minorities’ privilege to have low-interest loans is actually a deliberately designed trick. “It was essentially marketing bad or poisonous products to minority communities. And they did that because they knew that those areas were particularly vulnerable,” says John Relman, a civil rights attorney (Crook, 2009). The American Dream of home ownership seems to morph into nightmare.

In terms of fulfilling American Dream in spiritual height, defenders put forward a statement saying that the qualities American Dream advocates, such as responsibility, self-reliance and frugality, are positive in building people’s personality. Therefore, during the process of pursuing material wealth, people also fulfill the moral values. The sad truth is that in the procedure few people can resist temptations. As Kurt Vonnegut put in God Bless You, Mr. Rosewater, “the American Dream turned belly up, bobbled to the surface of cupidity unlimited, went bang in the noonday sun” (goodreads, 2009). Most people go for American Dream which originally aims in acquiring affluence, unavoidably experience “moral decline” and then “get trapped in psychological trauma” (Smith, 2009). American Dream thus fails, too. 

American Dream has no doubt come to its crucial turning point. On the one hand, the emerging successful examples keep claiming the existence of American Dream; on the other hand, rising up in American society has become unprecedentedly difficult nowadays. American Dream, which used to be omnipresent
, is now at the edge of perish and needs repair. However, no one knows how the history we are living is going to turn out. All that is now possible in the midst of this complex period is to try to piece together all the possible trends. Efforts to understand the deficiencies of today’s American Dream must go hand in hand with the struggle to transform it, making it more realistic and inspiring.
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Essay 3: Argument Paper 
	
	Levels of Achievement

	Criteria
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Introduction, thesis, and conclusion

(   7 x 5 =     )
	Intro is engaging and presents multiple positions of argument, argumentative thesis clearly stated and creatively developed, conclusion recasts thesis in a new light and makes connections to the larger world.

	Intro grabs attention somewhat, provides some info on other sides of the argument, thesis is implicitly stated but clear, conclusion reiterates thesis with little implication for the larger world.
35

	Intro provides little info about other sides of the argument and does little to capture attention, thesis is implicit and hard to find, conclusion makes little reference to thesis 
	Intro provides no info about other sides of the argument, does not capture attention, thesis is not explicit or not present, conclusion does not refer to thesis and does not add to cohesion of paper

	Argument
& organization

(   8  x 5 =    )
	Argument is identifiable, reasonable, and sound. Counter-arguments are included and successfully refuted. Every main point is supported by persuasive evidence. Paragraphs with clear transitions are clearly ordered with the argument progressing in a logical fashion.
 40
	Argument is generally reasonable and identifiable but not always sound. Counter-arguments are included and defused somewhat.  Main point is supported by some evidence. Order of paragraphs could be better organized. Some transition sentences and cohesion markers are used but could be more effective


	Argument is barely reasonable and identifiable. Counter-arguments are included without defusing them. Few major points are supported by evidence and examples. The order of paragraphs doesn’t make sense in most of the paper, transition sentences and cohesion markers are rarely or inappropriately used
	Argument is not identifiable with no supporting evidence or examples. Counter-argument is not included. Paragraphs seem to be out of order and haphazard, no transition sentences or cohesion markers are used

	Audience awareness

(    8 x 5 =     )
	Targets specific audience. Engages audience effectively throughout paper. Has an academic and consistent tone throughout the paper. Provides sufficient background info about the topic to the audience 40
	The specific audience is generally identifiable. Engages audience through most of the paper, can capture but not sustain interest. Has a somewhat academic tone. Provides some background info about the topic to the audience
	The specific audience is barely identifiable. Has little engaging qualities to hold the interest of the audience. The tone is inconsistent and inappropriate through most of the paper. Provides little background info about the topic to the audience
	There is no specific audience. Does not hold audience interest. The tone is inappropriate and inconsistent throughout the paper. Provides insufficient background info about the topic to the audience

	Use of sources 

(   8  x 5 =    )
	Quotations,  paraphrases, and visuals are well integrated into the text and are adequately analyzed. At least 5 sources are referred to.

40
	Quotations. Paraphrases, and visuals are somewhat integrated into the text and analyzed. 5 sources are referred to.
	Quotations, paraphrases, and visuals are scarcely used and analyzed or overly used. Fewer than 5 sources are used. 
	Quotations, paraphrases, and visuals are not used or used incorrectly or inappropriately. Fewer than 5 sources are used.

	Language

use & mechanics

(    8 x 5 =    )
	Sentences are clearly written, economical, varied in structure. APA style correctly followed. Impeccable spelling, grammar, word order, word usage, and punctuation, good use of 
academic language. 40
	Sentences are generally clearly written except for some wordiness or repetition. APA style generally followed. Few errors in spelling, grammar, word usage, and punctuation.
	Sentences could be improved a lot. There are many cases of wordiness or repetition, and choppy sentences. APA style barely followed. Several errors in spelling, grammar, word order, word usage, punctuation.
	Sentences are poorly written, problems with wordiness, repetition, or choppy sentences. APA style was not followed. Many errors in spelling, grammar, word order, word usage, punctuation.


Dear Melody,
This paper discusses an interesting issue. You are showing that the American Dream is suffering but still there with many examples from many sources. As a weakness, I would recommend you to revise your thesis statement to clearly show your position on the issue. Second, in your conclusion make a connection to the larger world. Why should a Chinese person care about it?
Your grade 195/200
Figure2: more and more people become homeles (source:www.google.com)








Figure1: Obama has become the best representative of successfully realizing American Dream (source:www.google.com)








�December 10


�This sounds more like your thesis statement to me.


�remove


�the thought of American Dream had been born in his mind


�This needs support. Was it more likely to achieve the American dream in the past?  Why? Give examples from the past





