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Euthanasia in China


During recent decades, science and technology have been improving rapidly in China. Hence, people are living a more comfortable and convenient life than before—longevity of people’s lives 
is an evident proof. However, even now, many incurable diseases remain plaguing people. When a person is terminally ill, he usually will pass away agonizingly, leaving his family broke and broken-hearted. As a result, some voices have been asserting that we should make euthanasia, often called mercy killing, a practice of painlessly putting people who have incurable disease to death— legalized. However, until today no laws have been passed concerning euthanasia in China. Although legalizing euthanasia can evoke social, ethical, and spiritual confusions and unease, it can relieve patients’ pain and burden, and save nation’s limited fortune and resources so much that it should be legalized in China.

The first controversial point blocking euthanasia’s legalization is whether life is private or not. Opponents of euthanasia think that it is a rejection of the importance and value of human life. Life is not private because a person is not just an individual. A person lives in the society, so he bears certain social responsibilities to his family, friends, coworkers, and nation. According to Chinese traditional culture, if a person’s parent is terminally ill and pleading for euthanasia, that person is caught in a dilemma. On the one hand, he does not want to see his parent suffer anymore; on the other, if he does agree to let his parent die via euthanasia, it is likely that he will be accused of being unfilial by his relatives, colleagues, etc. Consequently, euthanasia may impose heavy psychological burden on the patients’ children. Opponents contend that a person should fight with disease until the last minute. Fighting spirit is a valuable virtue, and People should not give it up easily.

On the contrary, the proponents of euthanasia believe that in a democratic country, it is everyone’s right to die at a time of their own choosing, and in a manner of their own choosing, when faced with terminal illness. “Who wants to spend their last days lying in a hospital bed wasting away to something that’s hardly recognizable as a human being, let alone his or her former self? Nobody” (Hazing, 2009). It is no longer meaningful to talk about social responsibilities when the subject to fulfill the obligation, i.e. the person is dying. Love of families and friends are all very important, but compared with the right to choose how to die, the latter outweigh the former. In February 16, 2003, all painkillers failing to work, an over sixty years old Chinese woman tried to jump from the window in her room to end her life. However, she was caught by her daughters. Then she begged her daughters, “Please let me die. For the sake that I gave birth to you and raised you, please let me die. I can’t bear this anymore
.” There are thousands of cases similar to this one. In these circumstances, maintaining the patient’s life is an artificial and pathetic act without any meaning to the patient himself at the cost that he
 has to face with endless medicine, injections, operations, and sleepless nights. As for fighting spirit, nobody or institution is entitle or qualified to ask patients to show courage and iron-will by suffering severe pain. The key point is that it is brutal to let people die agonizingly. For those who are [image: image1.jpg]


terminally ill, death is just a matter of time. Euthanasia can spare them from suffering intolerable pain, and that is why many people ask for it. The woman in Figure 1 is French. Her face has been completely distorted because of a rare illness. She feels she looks like a monster now and has no dignity. Since euthanasia is illegal in France, she is now pleading with the French President Sarkozy for euthanasia because she does not want to suffer extreme pain anymore. Because euthanasia makes death, a thing always associated with agony and fear—
painless, it shall be regarded as progress of human civilization rather than a crime that against social conventions and human nature.


Another problem the opponents are concerned about is how to define the patient is truly willing to end his life. Emotional and psychological pressures could become overpowering for depressed or dependent people. Financial considerations, added to the concern about “being a burden,” could serve as powerful forces that would lead a person to “choose” euthanasia. In 2001, nine uremia patients filed a plea for euthanasia together in Xi’an, China. Besides acute pain, they confessed that lack of money was one of the reasons that they wanted to end their lives. Due to their illness, their sons cannot afford to get married. They felt they were holding their families back. Furthermore, opponents doubt that the physicians may abuse their power. Even in America, where the legal system is regarded as an almost perfect one, there are some “evil doctors” killing patients under the cover of euthanasia (Delden, 2008).

While it is true that there are blurry zones in this issue, confusions can be cleared up by establishing strict laws and provisions. Additionally, several countries and regions have already made euthanasia legalized. China can learn from them. Take the Netherlands as an example, euthanasia is acceptable under the conditions that, the patient is terminally ill and undergoing acute pain; the patient is an adult, and he
 is conscious when he writes and files a petition; at least two doctors verify that no other way than euthanasia can relieve the patient from his pain; and the method to conduct euthanasia is medical. By applying precise laws, many patients who feel their illness insufferable can die in dignity and peace. It shall be noted that euthanasia is not the cause of the patient’s death—he is dying
. Euthanasia is just a way. People should not be deprived of their appropriate right—to pass away respectably.

Even in countries and regions where euthanasia is not legalized yet, it is actually widely needed. In UK, by 1998, more than twenty-seven people have ended their lives by euthanasia (Delden, 2008). In Sweden，an euthanasia club has been founded to help those who need it.
 In Shanghai, euthanasia is undertaken underground. Since1980’s, representatives from Beijing, Shanghai, to name a few, have been proposing bills about euthanasia to the National People’s Congress, trying to make it legalized. Besides patients, euthanasia can benefit the whole society. Instead of using money to cure those cannot be cured, government can spend this money to save those who can be saved, or better the health care system for urban residents, etc. According to statics collected by China Daily, expensive medical bills ranks second among the most discussed livelihood issues this year. 


While the obstacles of making euthanasia are still prominent, the benefits that euthanasia will bring are so great that they should not be overlooked. With China developing by leaps and bounds, people’s mind will be more and more open and advanced. Gradually, euthanasia will be accepted by the mass. The essential right of each human being—
to leave the world with self-esteem and self-respect will eventually be recognized in China.
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Essay 3: Argument Paper 
	
	Levels of Achievement

	Criteria
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Introduction, thesis, and conclusion

(   7 x 5 =     )
	Intro is engaging and presents multiple positions of argument, argumentative thesis clearly stated and creatively developed, conclusion recasts thesis in a new light and makes connections to the larger world. [35]

	Intro grabs attention somewhat, provides some info on other sides of the argument, thesis is implicitly stated but clear, conclusion reiterates thesis with little implication for the larger world.

	Intro provides little info about other sides of the argument and does little to capture attention, thesis is implicit and hard to find, conclusion makes little reference to thesis 
	Intro provides no info about other sides of the argument, does not capture attention, thesis is not explicit or not present, conclusion does not refer to thesis and does not add to cohesion of paper

	Argument
& organization

(   7  x 5 =    )
	Argument is identifiable, reasonable, and sound. Counter-arguments are included and successfully refuted. Every main point is supported by persuasive evidence. Paragraphs with clear transitions are clearly ordered with the argument progressing in a logical fashion. 35
	Argument is generally reasonable, but identifiable. Counter-arguments are included and defused somewhat.  Main point is supported by some evidence. Order of paragraphs could be better organized. Some transition sentences and cohesion markers are used but could be more effective
	Argument is barely reasonable and identifiable. Counter-arguments are included without defusing them. Few major points are supported by evidence and examples. The order of paragraphs doesn’t make sense in most of the paper, transition sentences and cohesion markers are rarely or inappropriately used
	Argument is not identifiable with no supporting evidence or examples. Counter-argument is not included. Paragraphs seem to be out of order and haphazard, no transition sentences or cohesion markers are used

	Audience awareness

(   8  x 5 =     )
	Targets specific audience. Engages audience effectively throughout paper. Has an academic and consistent tone throughout the paper. Provides sufficient background info about the topic to the audience 40
	The specific audience is generally identifiable. Engages audience through most of the paper, can capture but not sustain interest. Has a somewhat academic tone. Provides some background info about the topic to the audience
	The specific audience is barely identifiable. Has little engaging qualities to hold the interest of the audience. The tone is inconsistent and inappropriate through most of the paper. Provides little background info about the topic to the audience
	There is no specific audience. Does not hold audience interest. The tone is inappropriate and inconsistent throughout the paper. Provides insufficient background info about the topic to the audience

	Use of sources 

(   7  x 5 =    )
	Quotations,  paraphrases, and visuals are well integrated into the text and are adequately analyzed. At least 5 sources are referred to. (the source of a story was not cited)
35
	Quotations. Paraphrases, and visuals are somewhat integrated into the text and analyzed. 5 sources are referred to.
	Quotations, paraphrases, and visuals are scarcely used and analyzed or overly used. Fewer than 5 sources are used. 
	Quotations, paraphrases, and visuals are not used or used incorrectly or inappropriately. Fewer than 5 sources are used.

	Language

use & mechanics

(    7 x 5 =    )
	Sentences are clearly written, economical, varied in structure. APA style correctly followed. Impeccable spelling, grammar, word order, word usage, and punctuation, good use of 
academic language. (Couple mechanical issues I indicated) 35
	Sentences are generally clearly written except for some wordiness or repetition. APA style generally followed. Few errors in spelling, grammar, word usage, and punctuation.
	Sentences could be improved a lot. There are many cases of wordiness or repetition, and choppy sentences. APA style barely followed. Several errors in spelling, grammar, word order, word usage, punctuation.
	Sentences are poorly written, problems with wordiness, repetition, or choppy sentences. APA style was not followed. Many errors in spelling, grammar, word order, word usage, punctuation.


Dear Aloe,

You have picked a very interesting topic and your position on the issue is clear.

You supported your points well, and refuted the opposing peoples’ points effectively.

I indicated several mechanical and style issues above in my side comments. Besides, I indicated that the source for the story of that suicidal Chinese woman was missing.
Financial aspect of euthanasia could have been a separate paragraph that shows how euthanasia can save money by comparing the expenses of treatments to certain deadly diseases and the price of euthanasia.

Overall, excellent job,

Your grade is 180/200

Figure 1：A French woman’s face is distorted because of a rare disease. (Source: http://www.elanso.com/ArticleModule/PKI5VmR6PUGTSiJNP0T3VcIi.html)








�Longevity already means “length of a person’s life”


So, “longevity of people” is enough.


�Source?


�Use plural to include both genders.


�Use comma instead


�he or she


�already


�but if it is not legalized, how can doctors do it? Do they go to another country?


�This needs to be a separate fully developed paragraph that focuses on the financial side of the issue


�Where does this emdash end?
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