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College Entrance Examination Should Be Reformed in China

Since the resumption of college entrance examination in 1977, Chinese students have owned a comparatively fair way to enter university as well as suffered a hardship to pass the examination. Before 1978, China was in an unimaginable mess and experienced an unprecedented havoc. The college entrance examination was abolished at that time, and the norm to decide who could go to school is based on the recommendation from superiors. Such a ridiculous and absurd system destroyed Chinese culture and ruined one generation’s opportunities to receive education, and it is definitely denied and criticized by later generations. When the havoc was over, China resumed the college entrance examination system in 1977, and regulated the criteria to choose talented people for building our motherland. However, as time goes by, the college entrance examination shows more and more problems and drawbacks. People complain that it is still unfair at the national level, and the criteria are not scientific or reasonable enough to judge a student. The college entrance examination forces all the students to pay so much attention to score that most of them become bookworms without ability of practice. On the other hand, many educationists affirms that despite the existing problems, the college entrance examination is the fairest way we could find currently to judge a student, and its position is unshakeable. However,  I think that it is crucial and necessary to carry out a durative reform to perfect the system so that it could guarantee impartiality and help and select the well-around 
students.
The importance of college entrance examination is self-evident, because the exam is and will always be the only way to gauge whether a student is qualified to enter university (Zhu Yuan, 2008). It is the only fair way for current China to choose talented students. There are quite a few of people taking this as a persuasive reason to oppose the reform of the college entrance examination. However, recently the criticism to college entrance examination could be heard without end. Examinees, parents, and some educationists conclude that the impartial phenomena abound in the college entrance examination, including that planned enrollment is usually apt to regions where there are key schools, the system cares for advantaged groups such as the examinees in major cities, and most information and recourses
 of college entrance examination are monopolized by powerful and influential people
. Every student has the chance to attend the college entrance examination, but the chance of being accepted by university is not equal. Briefly, the system is comparatively unfair and unreasonable. A reform to ensure impartiality is urgent and necessary.
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Besides,
 some people praise the college entrance examination that it could help stimulate students to study hard so that they could gain more knowledge in school. However, the fact is that catering to the score-oriented examination, high schools force students to pay much attention to their examination papers. In order to achieve high scores, students have to give up most of their playtimes and vacations. As seen in figure 1, students are forced to stay in the classrooms to finish piles of homework, including various model examination papers. Most of students are in poor health because they have so little time to relax and take exercise. Many students become bookworms who are quite good at finishing high-quality written examination papers, but do weak in solving practicing problems. It could neither help select talented people nor cultivate qualifed and healthy students. China’s assessment system has not changed to be consistent with the new emphases
. Students’ scores on the national university entrance examination have a major impact on their career and income potential, so teachers still feel a great deal of pressure to ensure that their students do well on exams (Betty Preus, 2007). So many people are suffering from the college entrance examination, and it is really urgent to come up with a more reasonable type of examination so that more students could benefit from the new system and learn something more practical and useful from schools as well as help teachers release pressure.
Based on aforementioned two sides, I would like to take the affirmative position 
that the college examination should be reformed at present (Fan Benfu, wang Lianfeng, 2008). It is not just an empty talk
. Some reforming measures has been proposed, and most of them are realistic and feasible (Yang Dongping, 2008). For example, some people suggest giving a chance to take the entrance examination more than once a year so that examinees’ fates would not just be determined by the single score in one college entrance examination. In recent years, there has been some provinces carrying out spring college entrance examination in March so that examinees have more opportunities. This examination is the same type of college entance examination in June, and those who fail in spring college entrance examination will have another chance in June. This is one great trying, but most colleges regard the grade in this examination invalid. Now, many people claim to enforce the spring college entrance examination so that its position is equal to the college entrance examination in June. Once this measure is carried out, examinees could comparatively avoid unexpected failure in one examination. More opportunities will emerge, and as seen in figure 2, many students who may never have chances to receive further education will benefit from this measure.
Some people also suggest increasing the authority of universities to recruit students by themselves (Yang Dongping, 2009). It should be taken as a vital and necessary policy. Universities and colleges could have various types of assessing a student, such as independent examination and interview. Different people have their own different specialties, and the universal standard is not suitable for everyone. On the basis of this measure, universities will have more opportunities to elect talanted students who have excellent specialties but do weak in written examinations.

The college entrance examination is always described as the exam to determine a person’s destiny. Perhaps it is a little exaggerated, but it reveals the important position of college entrance examination. Just because of its important position, it is necessary and essential to reform it so that it could perfectly serve more examinees and help our nation selected real talented people. All the citizens expect a brighter future of later generations and our motherland.
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Essay 3: Argument Paper 
	
	Levels of Achievement

	Criteria
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Introduction, thesis, and conclusion

(   7 x 5 =     )
	Intro is engaging and presents multiple positions of argument, argumentative thesis clearly stated and creatively developed, conclusion recasts thesis in a new light and makes connections to the larger world.

	Intro grabs attention somewhat, provides some info on other sides of the argument, thesis is implicitly stated but clear, conclusion reiterates thesis with little implication for the larger world.
35
	Intro provides little info about other sides of the argument and does little to capture attention, thesis is implicit and hard to find, conclusion makes little reference to thesis 
	Intro provides no info about other sides of the argument, does not capture attention, thesis is not explicit or not present, conclusion does not refer to thesis and does not add to cohesion of paper

	Argument
& organization

(     x 5 =    )
	Argument is identifiable, reasonable, and sound. Counter-arguments are included and successfully refuted. Every main point is supported by persuasive evidence. Paragraphs with clear transitions are clearly ordered with the argument progressing in a logical fashion.
	Argument is generally reasonable and identifiable but not always sound. Counter-arguments are included and defused somewhat.  Main point is supported by some evidence. Order of paragraphs could be better organized. Some transition sentences and cohesion markers are used but could be more effective 35
	Argument is barely reasonable and identifiable. Counter-arguments are included without defusing them. Few major points are supported by evidence and examples. The order of paragraphs doesn’t make sense in most of the paper, transition sentences and cohesion markers are rarely or inappropriately used
	Argument is not identifiable with no supporting evidence or examples. Counter-argument is not included. Paragraphs seem to be out of order and haphazard, no transition sentences or cohesion markers are used

	Audience awareness

(   8  x 5 =     )
	Targets specific audience. Engages audience effectively throughout paper. Has an academic and consistent tone throughout the paper. Provides sufficient background info about the topic to the audience
40
	The specific audience is generally identifiable. Engages audience through most of the paper, can capture but not sustain interest. Has a somewhat academic tone. Provides some background info about the topic to the audience
	The specific audience is barely identifiable. Has little engaging qualities to hold the interest of the audience. The tone is inconsistent and inappropriate through most of the paper. Provides little background info about the topic to the audience
	There is no specific audience. Does not hold audience interest. The tone is inappropriate and inconsistent throughout the paper. Provides insufficient background info about the topic to the audience

	Use of sources 

(    8 x 5 =    )
	Quotations,  paraphrases, and visuals are well integrated into the text and are adequately analyzed. At least 5 sources are referred to. 40
	Quotations. Paraphrases, and visuals are somewhat integrated into the text and analyzed. 5 sources are referred to.
	Quotations, paraphrases, and visuals are scarcely used and analyzed or overly used. Fewer than 5 sources are used. 
	Quotations, paraphrases, and visuals are not used or used incorrectly or inappropriately. Fewer than 5 sources are used.

	Language

use & mechanics

(   6  x 5 =    )
	Sentences are clearly written, economical, varied in structure. APA style correctly followed. Impeccable spelling, grammar, word order, word usage, and punctuation, good use of 
academic language.
	Sentences are generally clearly written except for some wordiness or repetition. APA style generally followed. Few errors in spelling, grammar, word usage, and punctuation. 30
	Sentences could be improved a lot. There are many cases of wordiness or repetition, and choppy sentences. APA style barely followed. Several errors in spelling, grammar, word order, word usage, punctuation.
	Sentences are poorly written, problems with wordiness, repetition, or choppy sentences. APA style was not followed. Many errors in spelling, grammar, word order, word usage, punctuation.


Dear Lindy,

This paper deals with an important issue and relevant to millions of high school students’ struggle.

One of the claims of opposing view has been successfully refuted with examples and reasoning. It would have been even better if a second con point was refuted. Because this issue is more of problem solution rather than controversy, adding one more idea to solve the problem could have strengthen the argument.

I indicated other problems in the side-comments and by highlighting in yellow and red.

Overall, very good job. 

Your grade is 180/200
Figure 1, high school students devote themselves to piles of homework





Figure2, many students’ fate will be changed
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�Who are these? Do they have the exam questions beforehand? This is interesting and needs more explanation


�You can find a better link. Maybe, “Despite the problems involved in these tests some claim that …”


�not clear. What are they?


�As I said before, this is not a good style in an argument paper. Once you made your position clear in your thesis statement, you should not repeat the same thing over and over.


Replace this first sentence with a topic sentence that reflects the content of this paragraph.


�This sentence does not serve any purpose for your argument, remove.


�Your sources are not alphabetically ordered.





