
You can compile your own corpus from several sources:
1. From Electronic files:

1.a. From the Internet


Examples: 


Text Files, such as Movie Subtitles from www.freesubtitles.org. Or, written materials from Librivox.


PDF Files of articles from the library, or ebooks from websites, such as www.bookfi.org.


HTML files, such as Newspaper articles.
Notes: You can automaticize the compilation process through webscraping programs, such as Teleport and OfflineExplorer.

1.b. Electronic papers prepared by people. 


For example, Word Documents from students, your own papers. You can convert MSWord 
Documents to text by hand, one-by-one. Or, you can use WordToText converters, such as Zilla 
WordToText to convert multiple files.
1.c. From PDF Files

You have to convert PDF Files to "Plain Text" files using PDF to text converters, such as Open Office Writer, Adobe Acrobat Reader, Simpo PDF-to-Text Converter
2. From Hard Copy


Scan the documents


Run OCR in Adobe Reader to recognize the characters


Save as plain text

3. From spoken language

•Record the speech using a voice recording program, such as GoldWave, Audacity, and Free Sound Recorder
•Transcribe the recordings using a transcription program, such as  

Important:

•All final documents must be saved as "Plain Text" encoded in "UTF-8." For texts in English, ASCII and ANSI encoding would be OK, too.
•These are the preferable file types to collect, listed from most preferable to least:

-Text file

-HTML file

-PDF file (not scanned)

-PDF file (scanned)

When PDF files, especially scanned ones, are converted to text, there can be many problems, such as distorted characters, jumbled paragraphs and sentences, and unnecessary line-returns. These problems need to be cleaned and corrected, which can be a very tedious process.

Steps involved in Corpus Compilation

1-Gather Texts

2-Clean texts 

Get rid of html codes (HTML to Text converters).
Get rid of unwanted parts (Say, References sections from articles). 

Correct ruined characters. 

Correct jumbled lined.

Correct extra-spaces, line-returns, and other mechanical problems.

Notepad++ can be useful for cleaning and correction procedures.

3-Tag the words (You can use the Stanford Tagger)
4-Correct the problems with the tags.

5-Annotate the corpus for the target features. 
For example, marking the locations of "thesis statements",  "indicating the limitations of the present paper" or "marking all discourse markers with a particular function."
Some tools might be using qualitative annotation are: AntMover, GATE,

1

