
Essay 4: Argument Paper 
	Introduction, thesis, and conclusion


	Intro is engaging and presents multiple positions of argument, argumentative thesis clearly stated and creatively developed, conclusion recasts thesis in a new light and makes connections to the larger world.
2
	Intro grabs attention somewhat, provides some info on other sides of the argument, thesis is implicitly stated but clear, conclusion reiterates thesis with little implication for the larger world.
1.5
	Intro provides little info about other sides of the argument and does little to capture attention, thesis is implicit and hard to find, conclusion makes little reference to thesis
1
	Intro provides no info about other sides of the argument, does not capture attention, thesis is not explicit or not present, conclusion does not refer to thesis and does not add to cohesion of paper

0.5

	Argument
& organization


	Provides sufficient background info about the topic to the audience Argument is identifiable, reasonable, and sound. Counter-arguments are included and successfully refuted. Every main point is supported by persuasive evidence. Paragraphs with clear transitions are clearly ordered with the argument progressing in a logical fashion.
2.5
	Provides some background info about the topic to the audience. Argument is generally reasonable and identifiable but not always sound. Counter-arguments are included and defused somewhat.  Main point is supported by some evidence. Order of paragraphs could be better organized. Some transition sentences and cohesion markers are used but could be more effective

1.875
	Provides little background info about the topic to the audience. Argument is barely reasonable and identifiable. Counter-arguments are included without defusing them. Few major points are supported by evidence and examples. The order of paragraphs doesn’t make sense in most of the paper, transition sentences and cohesion markers are rarely or inappropriately used

1.25
	Provides insufficient background info about the topic to the audience. Argument is not identifiable with no supporting evidence or examples. Counter-argument is not included. Paragraphs seem to be out of order and haphazard, no transition sentences or cohesion markers are used

0.5625

	Use of sources 


	Quotations, paraphrases, and visuals are well integrated into the text and are adequately analyzed. At least 5 sources (3 being peer-reviewed) are referred to.
2
	Quotations. Paraphrases, and visuals are somewhat integrated into the text and analyzed. 5 sources are referred to.
1.5
	Quotations, paraphrases, and visuals are scarcely used and analyzed or overly used. Fewer than 5 sources are used.
1
	Quotations, paraphrases, and visuals are not used or used incorrectly or inappropriately. Fewer than 5 sources are used.
0.5

	Language

use & mechanics


	Sentences are clearly written, economical, varied in structure. APA style correctly followed. Impeccable spelling, grammar, word order, word usage, and punctuation, good use of 
academic language.
2
	Sentences are generally clearly written except for some wordiness or repetition. APA style generally followed. Few errors in spelling, grammar, word usage, and punctuation.
1.5
	Sentences could be improved a lot. There are many cases of wordiness or repetition, and choppy sentences. APA style barely followed. Several errors in spelling, grammar, word order, word usage, punctuation.

1
	Sentences are poorly written, problems with wordiness, repetition, or choppy sentences. APA style was not followed. Many errors in spelling, grammar, word order, word usage, punctuation.
0.5

	Drafting Process
	The student submitted all of his/her drafts and gave feedback to his/her group members drafts on time. He/she revised the paper based on the feedback received.
1.5
	The student did not submit all of his/her drafts and did not give feedback to all of his/her group members drafts on time. Or he/she did not revise the paper well based on the feedback received.

1.125
	The student did not submit his/her drafts or did not give feedback to his/her group members drafts on time. Or he/she did not revise the paper at all based on the feedback received.

0.75
	The student neither submitted his/her drafts nor gave feedback to the group members.
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