Essay #1: Rhetorical Analysis 

Analyzing Barack Obama’s address to the nation on Syria on  September 10th, 2013
The objective of this assignment is to enable you to write a well-constructed rhetorical analysis that makes a claim regarding the rhetorical tools exhibited in a text. You will use Barack Obama’s address to the nation on Syria on September 10th, 2013 for your analysis.

If you found a more interesting speech and want to analyze that, please come and talk to me.

In a rhetorical analysis, you need to focus on some of the following aspects:
· Contextualize this speech (speaker, audience, and purpose)

· Identify the structure of the speech (chronological, cause/effect problem/solution, topical, etc)

· Identify the rhetorical appeals of it (logos, ethos, pathos)

Your essay should include the following parts:

· Introduction: this is where you introduce the speech you will analyze and let your readers know what your standpoint on this text will be.  Do you think the speech was successful?  Why?  Be sure to include an explicitly stated thesis and underline it.
· Body: 

· Contextualize: who is the speaker, who is the audience, what might be the feelings of this audience, what is the purpose?

· Identify the rhetorical appeals (speaker’s credibility, the way he appeals to the emotions of the listeners, and facts, examples, and reasoning he uses to appeal to the logic of his audience)
· Discuss the structure of the argument
· Provide examples from the text that support your thesis (Include quotes)
· Remember to keep your analysis as objective and rational as possible

· Conclusion: this is where you restate the claim you have made about the text and explain why your analysis supports that claim.     
Length: Three typed double-spaced pages; 875–925 words—do not fall short or exceed even by one word!
Remember to:

- use APA style to format your paper. Following is one of the many websites that you can use to check your APA formatting: < http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/>.
- remember to underline your thesis statement.

- incorporate at least one visual.

*This paper is worth 10% of your total grade in class.
